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Coilcraft lays off 50 workers

HAWARDEN--Coilcraft, a manufacturer of parts used in cell
phones and beepers, has laid off 56 women workers. The company
employs 250-300 workers.

All of the jobs cut were from the night shift,

Hawarden's city administrator said that it was a situation where
production needed to be cut.

Most of those who lost their jo.bs live in or near Hawarden.
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Council pursues wind generation

ORANGE CITY—After a June 11 Orange City Council
meeting, the council authorized Missouri River Energy
Services to study the cost involved in constructing a wind
generator after hearing the proposal from an eight-person
wind study task force.

The task force recommended the construction of a 750KW wind
turbine, The turbine would generate less than 2.5 percent of the

. city’s annual power consumption.

Several sites were discussed for the possibility of the wind tur-
bine, A site just north of Landsmeer Ridge was identified as a good
wind resource and is close to the city’s electrical system.

An estimated $13,000 a year over 25 years would be saved if the
wind turhine were used.

[
Rock Rapids has new entrance signs

ROCK RAPIDS—After a couple years of deliberation,
Rock Rapids finally has three new entrance signs that greet
visitors as they enter the city. Rock Rapids® 22-year-old cedar
signs have been replaced with signs that rest on broken- face
concrete block.

The signs are 24 x 12 feet, ensuring visibility. The area around
each of the signs will be landscaped and lit at night. They were
placed along Highways 9 and 75 at the east, west and south ends of
town.

Members of the visioning committee formed to consider
way to enhance landscaping are Roger Oliver, Lisa Vande
Stouwe, Deb Jones, Matt Boer, Rhodd Lange and Yvette

 Waagmeester.

Safety complex in Hull completed

HULL—After raising more than $100,000 to build the new safe-
ty complex in Hull, approximately 600 residents toured the facility

- at the two-hour open house last Thursday night.

The safety complex houses both the volunteer fire department
and ambulance team.

All of the money raised for the project came from private dona-
tions and through the city’s general fund, No'bond issue was used
to pay for the project.

Also built on the property was a new bus barn for the Boyden-
Hull schoo) district.

City sues Akron-Westﬁeld school district

AKR: N =Fhe Akr n}\’wﬁml ~Siomi un;yg,s-;bs’;‘i

Disirict een gued he city of Akron or §
for electncal service charges from February, 1999, through
May 15, 2001.

Last Fnday, attorneys representing the city of Akron ﬁled suit in
Plymouth County District Court against the school district,

Documents that were provided by the city claim that electri-
cal service had been supphed since February of 1999 without
the school district paying demand charges. Also submitted
were charts regarding charges for the school bus barn, radio
station and lights at the bus parkmg area. Under ordinance,
electricity for security lights is charged at a lower rate by the
municipal utility service,

The school district is arguing that there was an agreement with
the city of Akron which allowed the district to provide excess elec-
trical power generated by the school’s wind turbine to offset elec-
trical charges but no mention of an agreement is on file with the
Clerk of Courts,

The city of Akron maintains that the school district should
pay for the demand level of electricity as residents and other
entities do, so that sufficient electrical power is in supply.
School officials maintain that such payments were not part of
the original agreement,

Wind damages Plymouth County bulldmg

LE MARS—Last Wednesday evening, storms traveling through
the Plymouth County area left two buildings damaged at the Joe
Schraeder farm.

" A metal machine shed and the famnly 3 garage sustained the
damages. The roof of the shed was torn off and sheets of metal

were scattered a‘ruund the farm place as well as wrapped around ‘
~alightpale,. . . 4
© " 'The garage’ had 2 X 4s, whxch were from the shed dnven mto im 1

side and roof,
The Schroeder family was not at home: during the incident but

returned later in the evening to find two trees blockmg theu' drwe-
way along with the mess, '

3 space study t‘pr eaph location.
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Leaders consider nine potential
sites for joint airport

By Heather Kuipers

Leaders from Sioux Center,
Orange City and Le Mats are one
step closer to identifying a location
for a potential joint airport,

The Joint Airport Feasibility
Study Committee—which includes
representatives from all three com-
munijties—met last Wednesday to
cohsider nine possible sites in Sioux
and Plymouth counties,

Pmpomtmg the potential airport
locations is just one in a number of
steps that are being taken to per-
form a feas:bxhty study on the idea
of creating a joint airport. Sioux
Center, Orange City and Le Mars
began the study in May and expect
it will take about one year to com-
plete.

Four of the nine locations that
are now under consideration are
located in S8ioux County, while the
other five are in Plymouth Coun-
ty. All nine sites lie within six
miles east or west of Highway 75.
Eight sites are located between
Maurice and Le Mars, while the
other one is slightly northeast of
Maurice,

The nine candidate sites were
selected by a consultant from Sny-
der & Associates of Ankeny, which
has been hired by the cities to con-
duct the feasibility study.

In May, the consultant identified
a centroid, or central point, of air-
port service for the pruposed joint
airport, The centroid is located
about one mile southwest of Mau-
rice, The nine candidate sites that
have just been selected are situated
within a five-mile radius extendmg
out from the centroid.

Sioux Center City Manager
Harold Schiebout said that

‘although the ideal airport location

would be situated at the centroid,

that is not among the list of -

options,’

“On the other end of the spec-
trum,” he said, “we're pleased that
there are sites at least within the
five-mile radius,”

All nine candidate sites were cho-
sen bb‘causerthey fulfilled several
criteria, according, to.a joint' news
statement released by the commit-

tee last Thursday ,
~ - The sites have enough space to

accommodate a 5, 1200-foot-long pri-
mary runway with a north/north-
west orientation and a crosswind
runway 4,100 feet in length, In addi-
tion, the locations have enough
room for land-side buildings, such
as hangars. The sites also are rela-

tively level, according to the news

release,

Schiebout said he thinks it will

take another one or two months

- for the committee to narrow the

nine sites down to three finalists.

Snyder & Associates will then per-

form an in-depth evaluation of
those final sites, looking at factors
such as total acres required for
acquisition, impact on farmsteads,
prime farmland, wetlands, flood-
plains, existing utilities, airport

- access, known historic/archaeo-

logical sites, landfill location,
obstruction and construction
impact.

Once the three final sites have
been selected, the joint committee
also will ask the Federal Aviation
Administration to conduct an air-
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Leaders from Sioux Genter, Orange City and Le Mars are considering the nine sites indicated
above as potential locations for a joint airport, The three communities currently are undertaking a
feasibility study to examine whether or not construcu.ng a shared airport is a good idea.,

In addxtmn, the sites will be pre-
sented to the public at an open
house.

After scrutinizing the three sites,

Snyder & Associates will recom-
mend a preferred site for airport
development. '

Pending the overall results of the

feasibility study—which looks at
many more factors than just loca~
tion—city leaders will decide
whether or not to move forward
with developmg plans for a joint air-
ort.

Schiebout said if the project actu-

ally gets off the ground, the mrport

would likely be constructed in-

- ..-.,".We'd_ prnbably start. thh !he -

basics and build toward the ‘ulti-
mate’ {level of service} as the need
would dictate,” said Schiebout,.
“But certainly having the provisions
in place in terms of property owner-
ship and other features that bear on
the project is a good idea.”

As leaders continue to move
ahead with the feasibility study,

they are leaving open the possibili-

ty of inviting other communities to
join in. Schiebout said some other
communities, mcluding Hawar-
den, have expressed varying levels
of interest in heing part of the pro-
ject,

Although Hawarden’s existing
airport serves the community’s

recrea;:onal fiymg naeds, “theyA‘

have indicated they might be inter-
ested in this airport in order to he
able to serve expanding needs,” said
Schiebout.

Sioux Center and Orange City
have been discussing the idea of a
joint airport for more than one year.
Le Mars entered the planning
process in March, .

The Iowa Department of Trans-
portation’s Aviation Office is fund-
ing 90 percent, or $54,000, of the
$60,000 study.

Ifa Jjoint airport is bmlt, itis pro-
jected that at least 53 airplanes
would be based at the facility within
the first five years of operation. By
the year 2020, the airport could be
home base to 71 aircraft o J

Judge denles Vander Esch motlon

Lawrence Vander Esch is sched-

uled to stand trial in less than one

week on four counts of felony sexual
abuse, despite his attempt to per-
suade a judge to drop the charges.
In & ruling filed Jast Wednesday
in Sioux County District Court, Dis-
trict Court Judge James D, Scont
depied Vander Esch’s motion to dis-

miss four third-degree sexual abuse:
_ cha.rges.

Because the charges have been

which is slated to begin next week

Monday, June 25, in Bioux Goum‘y
Diatyict Court, -

., Yander Esch
ounty nolitc

motion to

Qﬁlﬂj
_what'

: uverrulﬁd on this basns nlonc,” $c0tt

said in the ruling, -

Sexnal contact which goes
heyond consent is enough te qualify
under the Jowa Code's require-
ments for third-degree sexual abuse,
said Scott, Iowa Code defines sexual
abuse as oceurring under several
circumstances, including sexual

contact that “is done by force or

against the will of another.”
Arguing for the state, Sioux

: _ County Attorney Mark Schoyten
upheld. Vander Esch will face a trial © and Assis
al Chuck Thoman have agreed that

tant lowa Attorney Gener-
the alleged sexual contact was not

- done hy force, .~ .
2 fur;npr Sioux -
e P df-f!px%tﬁmmﬂthﬂ
: FUAY AR .
* “from Sioux I.‘«omfIF ‘who wnrked Z;, S
" Pizza Ranch, Vander Esch is the co-
founder of the restaurant chain,
1{- - In his eight-page ruling, Scott.
" apid be denied Vander Each's
dismiss because'a jury
- could find that the S4=year-old buai-
1 :Lgm m';hcfd hgﬂi_k teen

“Rather, the State cnmmds the
will of

l” - i q.g?.;d
A ccordins to Scott, Van

Esch's attorney, Francis Lee GQQdT-
- win of Sigux City, has contended

that “evep if £ORsCHt was o

theough frand or
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the sourt cauld netm;hatmgm-'
~were done ‘agalnst the will of the -
- other perm}‘ 8 mqumad by the

Scott did not offer a mling on
mmmmﬁa b

to dlsmlss felony charges

' By HeatherKui ers

deception. - -

-Scott’s ruling alsu included the
details of Vander Esch’s alleged con-
tact with two young men known to
the public only as *Johsn Doe No,
and “John Doe No. 2.

Scott said that the two John Does
will testify in court that Vander Esch
claimed he was assisting the Univer-
sity of lowa by secyring sperm
donors for a research project.

The alleged victims also are

.expected to testify that Vander Esch

touched them while they collected
“their own samples, Vander Fach also
. allegediy told them he would haye to

witness the entire procedure. © - -
According to Scott, John Doe
iy that

participated in't
Ememﬁl that Vander Eac
val contact with him ip a manner
that went hﬁ){ﬂﬂd what he had con+

- gented 1o, _
-Scott said John Dg@ No. 2. Wl!al=
_ testify that he gqmm;r—d $0 the

85 two times
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. hond and has been free

fy-that he
FACesy Lwo:
y had sex- -

In his summary of the pre-trial
testimony, Scott said, “There’s np
dispute the defendant (Vander Esch)
was never aythorized to gbtain
human semen samples as part of
amé rcsearch project or medical
afu

Vander Esch was arreated April.
12 after family members of the
alieged victims came forward to talk
wuh authorities. Vander Esch was.
released on a $52,000 aign&:urc
since then,

Two counts of thu'd’dvsme aexu-
al abuse also are pcn ‘f dinst
Vander Esch in Ling an M!ar ion
counties. The expected charges
involve two young men from Sigux
Connty whe traveled with Vander
~Eaghito hugimn and. pqmignl

svents,
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