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is‘haaae learn about Civil War

The eigh

studyin: the Civil War, OnMogpday, May 14, Mike Harris, supep-

mtem!ent of the Sioux Center Commuaify Schools, gave ademon-

stration for the students. Harris is originally from Murfrees-
bhoro, 'fennessee, and has studied the Civil War extensively for
many years, He was dressed in a full Union soldier woiform and
shared with the students ahout the life of a voluniteer soldier dur-
ing the Civil War. The highlight of the lesson was 2 demonstra-
tion of his Enfield rifle. He showed the students how the rifle
was loaded and then fired the rifle for them. Murfreeshorn is
near the site of the hattle of Stones River, fought in late 1362,
Harris shared a lesson with the students that he had written for
the Naﬁpnal Park Service, Th
iginal newspaper article written for the f‘ﬁlevglm
3 _‘ 1863,"A wounded soldier wrote the ar
amb oxt hia way from a ficld hospitel to tke wm-by

hos ltal in Nﬂﬂhﬁnel where be recelved care for his wounds,

lesson gave the s
waa like 9 hea pm of the Ci

aders at Sioux Genter Middle Schonl have heen .

£ leasnn was baged op excerpts

tudmts a“great firsthand view of what it
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Teenager launches civil suit agalnst
Vander Esch, Pizza Ranch

By Heather Kuipers

A teenager from Hull has
launched a civil lawsuit againsg
Sioux County businessman
Lawrence Vander Esch and the Piz-
za Ranch corporation,’

Nicholas P. Landman, 19, filed a
petition in Sicux County District
Court last week Tuesday accusing
Vander Esch of assanlt and battery
and Pizza Ranch of negligence, The
teenager is requesting a jury trial,

Landman claims that he was
assaulted in June of 1998 by Vander
Esch, who is the co-founder of Pizza
Ranch The alleged ingident
occurred while Vander Esch and

- Landman were on an overmght trip
-t Pella to pick up a pizza dehveg '

vehicle for uyse at the Pizza Ran
restaurant in Hull.

Landman was a Plz;a Ranch
employee and a minor at the time
the alleged abuse occurred, accord-
ing to court docyments, Landman

“turned 19 years old last Friday,

- Vander Esch resigned from his
leadership position at Pizza Ranch
on April 6. 8ix days later, he was

charged with four counts of third-

degree sexual abuse mvolvmg twg
young men fram Sioux Co
were employed by Pizza Ranch. The
victims were 17 or 18 years old atthe

time the alleged ahuse aceurred and

have remained angnymous since the

allegatiops first hecame public. . -
Landman is not one of the twp-

. young men in¢luded in the ﬁmr
Sioux County charges, ' . - 5
- "The civil Tawsyit filed last wsek L

claims that Vaader Esch

ch commiited -
" an act wluch put Landmau “m fear

who

of physxcal,‘ contact which a reason-
able person would deem insulting oy
offensive” and which the tecnager
“reasonably believed that Vander
Esch was capable of carrymg out.”

"'The lawsuit also claims that Van-
der Esch may have had physical
contact with Landman “with the
intent to cause insulting or offensive
bodily contact,”

In the part of the lawsuit per-

taining to Pizza Ranch, Landman
contends that the company

breached its legal duties by failing -

1o make regulations that protect
him and other under-age employ-
ces from “sexually predatory adult

and train employees to report

'questionable contact hetween

adults and minors and “properly
supervise its adult employees to
prevent them from using their
positions to sexually exploit minor
employees,”

Landman is requesting that the
court demand Vander Esch and
Pizza Ranch, Tric, to compensate
him for damagcs, including pasgt
and future expense, loss of futyre

earping capacity and past and

future “mental anguish, ‘suffering,

hfgnglxauqn and lqss of en,]uyment'

Specnfié SQmponsation amounts
were not snelied out in the' court

documents, -
Op A l‘ll 27: ander Esch Pled

fnot * to the four counts of

.'l;hml des m sexual ahuse that have -

heen filed against him in Sioux
County. Mthnugh a] une 5 trial date

was set at that time, Vander Esch's
attorney, Lee Goodwin, more
recently filed a mation to dlsmlss
the four charges.

‘A judge is expected to consider
the motion, and all ather pending
motions, in a hearing next week
Tuesday, May 29.

Prosecutors Mark Schouten,

" Sioux County attorney, and Charles

Thoman, assistant Jowa Attorney

‘General, have formally resisted
Vander Esch’s motjon for dlsmlssal‘

of the charges,
No formal criminal charges have

- been brought against Vander Esch’
. for the aiieged mc:dent mvolvmg,
employees.” He also charges Pizza - Landm
Ranch with failing to supervise -

an.

However, the 54~year-cld Hull
.man is facing a potential third-

degree sexual ahuse charge in Mari-

‘on County, 'where Pella is Jocated,

Schouten said thai he cannot con-

“firm or deny whether this charge
relates to the alleged incident with-

Landman.

Vander Esch also is facmg a pos-

sible third-degree sexnal ahuse

‘chargein Linn Gounty for an
alleged incident mwl'nng anather

YOUng man.

“No formal charges have been

flled in Linn County or Marion
County,” said Schouten on Monday.

“No final decision will be made on
th%t uatil after this mo;;gm 1o dis-

miss is ruled upon.”

¥ ke case does go ta trial, 23
anonymoys witnesses, or “John.
-Dpgs,” have 2 an:s:d to testify

ch: They include

agajnst Vander
atleged victims, their (‘am;ly mem-
bera and other I’mm Ranch

employees.
Two of the 23 “_]ohn Dncs”

" were added to the list of witnesses
in the past week, accordmg to

Schouten.

“We added a couple more,” he
said, “We filed additional minutes
and tesnmony in the last few
days.”

Schouten said the twg witnesses.
are “Pizza Ranch employees who

have had incidents with Mr, Vander, :

Esch,”

Because Vander Esch has plead-:
ed “not guilty” to the four Sioux

County charges, he can pursue a
possible plea agreement with prose-
cutors 1n the cage, However,
Schouten said it is still premature to

make any presumptions about a -

plea bargain.
*We're waiting for a ruling an

the motion to dismiss and after that,:

assuming that Judge ()amea) spmt
will overrule the motion, we'll pro-

ceed to try 1o set this case up for trix:

al,” he gaid.
In the week. leadmg up to hls
arrest in early April, Vander Esch

resigned from many high-prafile.
ﬁnmmm in Sioyx County, He left.
is leadership post at Pizza.
Ranch, and resigned as chairman
- of the Sioux County Re qu!l;éman
o, -
-mittee, He alsn ;:gppcg dawn" -
from h;sﬂpusmon asaclty ;:cmnml-‘

Party. and Sioux Count

man

Each conviction of third: dpgwnt o

sexual assault carries with it &
Rrison senjence

$l ,000.

of vpto W0 years’ = - §
oF a i'mg be;wegnpsl QQQ)(M T

!
‘.
.
!
&
o
e



