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dropped Lacey's two young chil-
dren at a service station and 
told the clerk to summon police 
to the Second Avenue address. 

The two children were unin-
jured and are staying with rela-
tives. Funeral arrangements for 
Lacey are pending at Turner 
Chapel East. 

As a crowd of neighbors, 
friends and relatives gathered 
outside Lacey's home Friday, 
some expressed fear about the 
neighborhood, which has seen 
other tragic events in recent 
years. 

But the notion that the south-
east-side neighborhood known 
as Wellington Heights is a dan-
gerous, crime-ridden place is 
one many are trying to dispel. 

"The problems always have 
be,en more of a perception with 
people," said Nate Pollock, pres-
ident of the Wellington Heights 
Neighborhood Association. 
IJTwo of the city's six homi-

cides were in the neighborhood, 
while three occurred in north-
east-side residential areas and 
dhe near the Cedar River. 
;t)irectly across the street from 

Lacey's apartment, tragedy was 
narrowly averted this summer 
\jtfien several people were res-
cued from an arson fire in a 
seven-unit apartment house. 
*But residents and police say 

the neighborhood has been qui-
et£r over the last year than in 
the past. 
*i'The whole year has been real 

^fod," Pollock said. "We've had 
time to concentrate on other 
things, on crime prevention 
rather than reacting to situa-
tions." 
^Pollock said the public should 

view Friday's homicide "as a 
setback, not just for the south-
east side but for Cedar Rapids 
as< a whole." 
-Ron Walton, who lives in the 

iSpO block of Fifth Avenue SE, 
sj&id Saturday there's little rea-
son for neighbors to be afraid. 
;-"It can happen anywhere, re-

ally," he said. "I think the gen-
eral public thinks this is a bad 
area, but it's cleaned up some 
here." 
'Chief Byrne agrees. 

think there's better commu-
nication than two or three years 
ago between citizens and offi-
cers," Byrne said. "There are a 
lot of people that are more open 
to; the officers." 
t Byrne cited foot patrols that 

vjrent on duty in the neighbor-
hood this year, as well as the 

continually active neighborhood 
association. 

THE OTHER unsolved homi-
cide is one case in which the 
police haven't gotten enough 
help. 

On Feb. 7, Louis Chambers, 
Jr., was shot to death on a 
sidewalk in the 1400 block of 
Fifth Avenue SE, in Wellington 
Heights. 

The Waterloo man had crack 
cocaine in his mouth at the time 
of his death, and investigators 
have said they believe several 
people know what happened. So 
far, no arrests have been made. 

The other 1994 homicides 
were: 

• Jan. 14 — Postal carrier 
Gloria Heising was shot to death 
while on her mail route in the 
300 block of 36th Street NE. A 
former boyfriend, Ronald Downs 
Sr., is serving a life sentence for 
first-degree murder. 

• May 2 — Tammi Wilson, 
mother of two young children, 
was shot to death in her home 
at 3612 Houston St. NE. Her 
live-in boyfriend Brian Sillick is 
scheduled to stand trial Jan. 30 
for first-degree murder. 

• Sept. 15 — Michael Heider-
scheit was beaten to death near 
the roller dam on the Cedar 
River. Bennie Pierson Jr., who 
had met Heiderscheit earlier the 
night of the slaying, is sched-
uled to stand trial Feb. 13 for 
first-degree murder. 

• Dec. 25 — Two-year-old Ry-
lee Marie Gray died at St. 
Luke's Hospital of severe head 
injuries. Matthew Lewis, live-in 
boyfriend of Rylee's mother 
Elise Gray, has been charged 
with first-degree murder for al-
legedly inflicting the toddler's 
injuries two days earlier at their 
home at 1614 Park Towne Lane 
NE. 

J£ For updates on this story 
call 363-7000 or 337-7000, 

category 2552. 
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includes eliminating the 30 per-
cent property tax on machinery 

equipment (M&E) purchases 
ahd taking over a greater share 
of! county mental health costs. 
> T h e GOP plan calls for return-
ing $649 million in income tax 
reductions over four years, be-
ginning with $60 million in fis-
cal 1996. Also, $234 million in 
property tax reductions would 
t$gin with a $26 million install-
ment next fiscal year. 
:*yhe M&E approach under con-
sideration would phase out the 
tax on new and existing equip-
tnfnt over six years. It would 
reimburse local communities 
$26o million over 10 years. 
' • The revenue reductions are 
expected to be offset by $61 
rfiillion in new taxes collected 
from the economic stimulation 
generated by the plan, Republi-
cans say. The result will be 
ipcome tax cuts ranging from 
$25 for Iowans making at least 
$10,000 annually to $3,526 for 
taxpayers with income exceed-
ing $200,000 by the time the plan 
is; completed. 
; ' /Tm going to fight for reduc-
ing taxes up front in a four-year 
plan to be passed right away, 
find we're going to get it done," 
s&id Branstad. He initially greet-
ed GOP gubernatorial primary 
opponent Grandy's tax-cut plan 
yfith skepticism but later cham-
pioned the idea en route to his 
Selection to a fourth term. 
' ' ' Th i s is an issue that has to 
fcfc resolved early before they get 
about spending the money," he 
guided. "I'm confident we can do 
if because we have the people of 
tpwa on our side. We have a 
inundate from the people of Io-
wa." 
;.THowever, Democrats who hold 
a '̂27-23 edge in the Senate say 
the numbers won't hold up in 
the GOP's "smoke-and-mirrors" 
approach. They plan to unveil 
their own tax-cut plan within 
J&p next week for the state to 
take over up to $100 million of 
mental health costs currently 
fcigessed to property taxpayers. 
> Senate Majority Leader Wally 
Horn, D-Cedar Rapids, said men-
ial health property tax relief is 
JJemocrats' top priority, fol-
lowed by elimination of the 
!Nj&E business tax and making 
gopd on $126 million in tax 
credit obligations already on the 
fapbks but underfunded by the 

% After that, Democrats would 
support income tax cuts targeted 

at Iowans who carried the bur-
den of the 1992 sales tax hike 
imposed to eliminate the state 
bookkeeping deficit, he said. 

"Most of us want to get to the 
same place; it's the timing of it 
and to what degree," Horn said. 
"The governor wants the glory 
of lowering the income tax. 
We're not here for glory as far 
as I'm concerned; we're trying 
to do what's right for Iowans." 

House Republican leaders 
translate that to mean that Dem-
ocrats want to sidetrack tax 
changes that would make Iowa 
more competitive in attracting 
businesses and stemming the 
drain of people moving to other 
states with more attractive in-
come and pension tax laws. 

"I think what they probably, 
deep in their liberal hearts, are 
wishing is that we can't come to 
any agreement on taxes and 
then we'll spend it," said House 
Majority Leader Brent Siegrist, 
R-Council Bluffs. 

"House Republicans are going 
to spend 3 to 3.5 percent more 
than we did last year," he said. 
"If we can't come to an agree-
ment on taxes, we'll save it. 
We're not spending the money. 
That's the message," 

House Speaker-elect Ron Cor-
bett, R-Cedar Rapids, said Re-
publicans plan to pass their tax 
plan during the first 30 days of 
the new session. They will take 
up a constitutional amendment 
supported by Iowans for Tax 
Relief that would place state and 
local governments under taxa-
tion and spending restrictions, 
he said. That measure would 
also have to pass the Senate and 
then be approved by the 77th 
General Assembly in the same 
form before it could go before 
voters. 

Senate President Leonard Bos-
well, D-Davis City, speculated 
that the taxpayers' rights 
amendment to the Iowa Consti-
tution would win Senate approv-
al. However, most tax cut pro-
posals are going to get a hard 
look in the context of Iowa's 
budget position, unmet state 
needs, the farm economy out-
look and possible changes com-
ing from the Republican Con-
gress that could have fiscal 
impacts. 

"We're going to have to be 
looking over our shoulder (at 
Washington) for the first 100 
days," Horn said. 

1995: 'Bridges of Madison County' will make Eastwood famous 
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particularly nasty fistfight." 
Maybe Hlas would like to referee. He'd 

probably rather do that than attend the 
premier of the film version of Robert Wal-
ler's "The Bridges of Madison County." Hlas 
sees the movie turning "obscure actors 
Clint Eastwood and Meryl Streep into 
household names." 

Speaking of household names, Elvis was 
spotted in an Iowa City manger in 1994 
where he reclined in a pink Cadillac. Where 
will Elvis be spotted in '95? 

"Elvis is going to be appearing increasing-
ly all over the place," says Peter Nazareth, 
instructor of "American Popular Arts: Elvis 
as Anthology" at the University of Iowa. 
The course focuses on Presley's influence on 
popular music and the pioneers of rock 'n* 
roll who influenced Presley. 

Eight books on Elvis came out in Septem-
ber, another was released in December, and 
still another — "Elvis's Man Friday," by 
close friend Gene Smith — will appear in 
early 1995 with a forward by Nazareth. 

In addition, Elvis' current Christmas al-
bum is his first appearance on the record 
charts since 1985, the release of old Beatles' 
recordings features four Elvis tunes, and 
the college course, limited to 30 students, is 
already full for spring semester. 

"Elvis' presence is going to get much, 
much stronger," Nazareth predicts. "I think 
we will see less mockery of Elvis." 

When it comes to ridicule, weather fore-
casters have always managed to receive 
their share. But since this winter's weather 
has been cooperative, we don't want to jinx 
the future. 

So, KCRG meteorologist Joe Winters, 
you're in the business of predicting. Forget 
about the weather. What do you think will 
happen.in 1995? "Due to the baseball strike, 
the Cedar Rapids Kernels will be moved up 
to major-league status and Cedar Rapids 
will host its first World Series ever in 
October," Winters says. 

Becoming the center of the baseball uni-
verse might be a stretch, but Monsignor 

James Barta, the archbishop's vicar for the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque in the Cedar Rap-
ids region, has no problem predicting Cedar 
Rapids will influence statewide lawmaking 
more than any other community. He points 
out that Wally Horn, D-Cedar Rapids, is 
Senate majority leader, and Ron Corbett, 
R-Cedar Rapids, will be speaker of the 
House. 

On the national level, Barta sees that 
"Newt Gingrich is going to discover that it's 
easy to be in opposition." 

J.D. Smith, Cedar Rapids Commissioner of 
Public Safety, thinks along similar lines. He 
sees the new congressional leader publish-
ing yet another tome. 

"I predict that Newt Gingrich and Clar-
ence Thomas will co-author a book — 'The 
American Male's Guide to Courtesy, Mar-
riage and Family Values' — edited by Dan 
Quayle," he says. 

Believe it or not? 
Who knows. Bring on 1995 and let's find 

out. 
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Interim markdowns may have been taken. Percent is calculated off the original ticketed price, not the red-ticketed price. Limited to stock on hand; no rainchecks. 
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C O U P O N 

Greenery 
English ivy, Swedish 
ivy, boston fern, 
spider plant, 
wandering jew 
& more. 

100 Page Photo 
Albums 

mm 

ANY ONE 
REGULAR PRICE ITEM 

All .Brass 
Containers 
Assorted sizes 
& styles. 

ft*'?:'1 

All Children's 
Fall Apparel 
Fleece dresses, sweatshirts 
& bubble suits. Infants, 
toddler & youth sizes. 

Offer good January 1, 1995 only. 
One coupon per customer. Cannot be used with any other sale 

or discount in effect. Limited to stock on hand. Excludes ail 
red-ticketed merchandise, all special order custom frames, 

all custom floral arrangements and ail already discounted 
art supplies. Coupon not valid at Craft. & Floral Warehouse. 

^Michaels 

Start the Year with Savings on Craft Supplies! 
79 
R e g . 9 9 C 

24-Pg. Leather 
Photo Album 
Genuine leather with 
brass corners. 

66 
Reg. 9 9 C 

Plaid15 

Fashion Paint 
Over 50 colors to use on 
fabric. Easy-to-use bottle. 

77 
Reg. 1 . 4 9 

Folk Art 
Paint 
2-oz. bottle. 
Over 100 colors. 

5/$l 
Reg. 2 5 C Ea. 

30% 
Our Everyday * 

Low Price 

DMC 
Floss 
First quality cotton floss 
in hundreds of colors. 

Off 
R e g . Price 

1 29 
Reg. 2 . 0 9 

30 % 
Off 

49 

All Open 
Wood Frames m 

Assorted sizes & designs. 
In natural, goldtone 

& more. 
V 

i• 

Our Everyday 
Low Price 

Chunky Willow 
Baskets 
Hundreds of choices! 
For storage or decoration.^ 

Perfect Match 
Yarn ' 
8-oz. solids or 6-oz. 
ombres. 100% worsted weight. 

All Sectional 
ei I Frames 

Solid wood or metal 
pieces. From 4" to 36") 

Reg. 4 . 4 9 

Our 16 x 20" 
Artist Canvas 
Pre*stretched; 

double primed. 

50% 
Reg. Price 

All Framed 
Art 
Victorian, contemporary, 

traditional & more. 

2 49 
Reg. 3 . 9 9 

Design Master® 
Spray Paint 
For use on foam, wood 
& more. Terrific colors. 

99 
Reg. 1 . 2 9 

69 99 1 99 30 % 
Off 

Reg. 1 1 9 . 9 9 R e g . 2 . 4 9 

Aleene's 
Tacky Glue 
5-oz. Great for all 
.craft applications.' 

2-Piece 
Craft Center 
Reversible tabletop. 
Adjustable height 

chair. 

Our Everyday 
Low Price 

20-oz. 
Polyfil® 
For your crafting 
& quilting needs. 

All Floral 
Stems 
Carnations, roses 
gladiolas, double 

ruffle & more. 

SENIOR CITIZENS ARE SPECIAL! 
Shop any day until noon and receive a 10% discount on all regular price purchases if you are 5 5 & above. 
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We Beat Competitors' Ad Prices Bp 10%!] For the store nearest you, call 1-800-MICHAELS 
Must be on products of identical brand and size. Percent off or clearance sales do not apply. I • • " • ( 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 4 2 - 4 2 3 5 ) 
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