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A modified version of the
Taxpayers Rights Amendment
to the Jowa Constitution
moved a step closer to debate
this week, with the disclosure
by House Speaker Ron Cor-
bett, R-Cedar Rapids, that 52
representatives have agreed to
support the measure.

He told The Gazette Friday
that 50 Republicans and two
Democrats declared their sup-
port for a measure that will
impose constitutional limits
on the state’s ability to raise
and spend tax money. A provi-
sion also will require 60 per-
cent approval by the General
Assembly for tax increases.

Corbett indicated a draft of
the proposed amendment
should be available next week,
but gave no indication when
the measure might be debated.

Neither did Ed Failor, chief
of staff of Iowans for Tax
Relief, the organization largely
responsible for keeping the
TRA alive since it was first
introduced about 20 years ago.
However, Failor said he is

Taxpayer amendment
moves toward debate

“optimistic the amendment
will pass in the House,” and
prospects for Senate passage
appear ‘‘very encouraging.”
Senate Majority Leader
Stewart Iverson, R-Dows,
couldn’t be reached for com-
ment Friday, but in opening-
day re-
marks on
Jan. 12, the
amendment
was iderti-
fied as one
of the goals
he set for
the Senate
this year.
Gov. Terry
Branstad al-
so urged

Ron Corbett

passage of Speaker of
the amend- lowa House
ment.

If the measure is adopted by
both chambers this year, it
will have to survive another
General Assembly — either
the 1999 or 2000 sessions —
before it could go to the voters
for their ratification.

Anticipating passage of the
amendment this year, Failor

DES MOINES (AP) — Recent
immigrants in low-wage jobs
fear there may be a killer target-
ing them in the wake of recent
slayings of two young motel
maids.

“I think there is fear in the
immigrant community,” said
Kathleen McQuillen, program
coordinator for the American

said the Taxpayers United po-
litical action committee will
“make it a big issue” in this
fall's legislative races. The
Taxpayers United PAC and
the Iowa State Education As-
sociation PAC traditionally
are the largest contributors to

legislative Friends Service Committee in
races. Des Moines.

Failor Mariana Redroban, 15, of Ec-
said a poll uador was stabbed to death Fri-
conducted day in a room at the West Des
by Iowans Moines Walnut Creek Inn,
for Tax Re- where she worked as a house-
lief indi- keeper.
cates strong Zurijeta Sakanovic, a 21-year-
support for old Bosnian refugee, was stran-
the amend- gled and stabbed to death Sept. 4
ment, and at the Clive Budgetel Inn, where

Ed Fatiior overwhelm- she worked.
lowans for Tax ing support Investigators have not said
Relief for giving whether Redroban was stran-

Iowans a voice in the decision.
He said 92 percent of those
surveyed said Iowans deserve
to vote on the amendment.

The TRA was revived after
proponents streamlined the
original version, which con-
tained limits on city, county
and school districts, as well as
state government.

gled. While there are similari-
ties in the slayings, police have
not been able to confirm they
were committed by the same
person.

“This (most recent slaying)
has added to the fear,” said
McQuillen, whose agency works
with the immigrants and the
U.S. Immigration and Natural-
ization Service. “Is this another

Homemade bomb explosion
leads to arrest of C.R. man

Gazette staff report
A Cedar Rapids man could
face a felony arson charge after
he told Marion police on Friday
that he was responsible for mak-
ing a bomb out of household
chemicals and a plastic, 2-liter

soda bottle, police said.

Brian Merrifield, 19, was ar-
rested at about 8:30 last night
after a Marion police officer on
routine patrol heard an explo-
sion, felt his car windows rattle
and decided to investigate, ac-
cording to Sgt. Doug Slagle.

The officer discovered a
crowd of people gathered at
Third Avenue and Ninth Street,
a residential area of Marion.

MARION

Lying in the snow near the
group was a second homemade
device, often called a “McGy-
ver” bomb for the television
character who could make gad-
gets out of almost anything.

The Metro Bomb Squad was
called, and members defused the
second bomb.

Slagle said he does not believe
the group had malicious intent
in detonating the device.

“I don’t think they had any-
thing else to do on a Friday
night,” he said.

Retired Maytag executive
to head General Services

From Associated Press
and Gazette staff reports
DES MOINES — Gov. Terry
Branstad on Friday named a
retired Maytag Corp. executive
to head the state's Department
of General Services.

Dick Haines, 55, begins his
new job Monday and replaces
Janet Phipps, who became the
head of the Michigan Depart-
ment of Budget and Manage-
ment.

Haines was vice president for
business development at Maytag
before retiring in September.

“I'm delighted to have his
knowledge and expertise head-
ing up the Department of Gener-
al Services at a time the state is
making major renovations and
improvements in our capitol
complex and facilities around
the state,” Branstad said.

General Services is the state’s
housekeeping agency, responsi-
ble for maintenance and repairs
of state buildings and facilities.

Haines will be paid an annual
salary of $94,000, according to
the Governor’s Office.

IOWA TODAY

expression of hostility toward
immigrants? That is the fear.”

Michael Went, deputy director
of the INS office in Omaha,
Neb., said he, too, was con-
cerned because of the slayings’
similarities.

Meanwhile, Went said Redro-
ban was employed illegally at
the Walnut Creek Inn because
she did not have proper docu-
mentation to enter the country
and she worked more hours
than the law allows for a 15-
year-old.

Neal Roth, the hotel’s general
manager, said Redroban present-
ed a driver’s license and a So-

Des Moines immigrants fear
they’re target of motel killer

cial Security card with a last
name of “Prieto” and an age of
17 when she was hired nine
months ago.

Roth said Redroban worked 28
to 32 hours a week for $6 an

Make A Statement
That Can Be Seen.

Eyewear As Indlwduol As You Are.,

A
OPTICAL DISPENSARY

Vision Care e Exclusive Eyewear
Since 1956

2740 1st Ave. NE Cedar Rapids

3 ] 9"866"9] 90 (local)

We Have Acquired Bode Optical’s Reco

16 S. Clinton, lowa City

319-337-4995 ||

+Up to $1 ,000.00 ‘tncentive o
the experienced, mature, bright receptionist
Work for the BEST corporation, if you're the best.

This fast-paced job is for you if. you're cheerful,
intelligent, hardworking and enjoy people.
Our patients are number 1 to us.
Work in a brand new 12,000 sf state-of-the-art
medical/surgical facility with a great support staff for
‘ years to come.

Fox Eye Laser Vision Institute p.c.
“we set the standards for excellence”
Please call Judy today at 362-9855.

COMING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15

(f‘\ Cook up something scrumptious

with The Gazette's special
Homemaker’s School section. Inside you'll
find delicious recipes as well as information about
new kitchen products, appliances and other home-
making goods. Watch for it in your Gazette on

Sunday, February 15.
This section is the klck off to our
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A Division of West Music

your churches needs.

You are cordially mvued to join the staﬁ of
Church Music Specialists for a
""Get Acquainted Open House''

Sat., Jan. 31st, 10 am to 5 pm
Sun., Feb. 1st, 1 pm to 5 pm

West-

1212 Sth Street, Coralville

— What's New in Church Music & Sound?
Come Find Out!
® Rodgers Church Organs
See the large selection of Rodgers Organs demonstrated by
Carma Lou Beck. Rodgers, a builder of classical organs for
small chapels and pipe organs for large sanctuaries is the #1
choice for many churches.
® Acoustic Pianos
Hear, See, Compare and discover why Steinway, Boston, Baldwin, and
Yamaha are considered among the World's Finest.
¢ Digital Pianos
So many sounds and features, they're almost indescribable! Select
Jrom Clavinova, Kurzweil, Roland , and Technics.
® Sound Systems
Speak and be Clearly understood! A new sound system doesn't have
to be expensive. Before you invest any more in your old system, visit
with Jon Baumgartner and Paul Humphreys at the open house about

Whether your Church is planning a new purchase, or you're just
curious, please Plan 1o Attend! EVERYONE'S INVITED!

For dircections or additional information, call 1-800-373-2000
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main course: "The Gazette
Homemaker's School On Monday February
16, at 7:00 p.m., at the Paramount Theatre in Cedar
Rapids, you can be part of an:entertaining cooking
program presented by two hbmé ec_dnomists.

Admission. -is $5 OO Tckets are available at
Arlay, Econofoods Mercy Womens ‘Center and
Randalls. Or send. a self- addressed stamped enve-
lope and 35 per ticket ‘to. The Gazette, Attn:
Homemakers School 500 3rd Ave. SE, Cedar
Rapids, lowa 52401. A portion of the proceeds will
be donated to a local charity.

To advertise in the Homemaker's School section, call your
Gazette sales representative at 319-398-8222 or
1-800-397-8222 before Friday, January 30.

Miss a day and you miss a lot!
www.GazetteOnline.com

The Roth

IRA.
Will it Work For

You?

§ 1998 opens the doors to increased
investment flexibility with the
infroduction of the new Roth IRA. As
an alternative to the Traditional IRA,
the Roth IRA offers:

¢ fax-free eamings
* potentially tax-free withdrawals

¢ funds may be used for first home purchase

At EVEREN Secunhes, Inc., we
understand the impact the new Roth
B IRA may have on your retirement
plannm? decision, Maximizing the
value of your savings is a priority,
which can mean the difference
between a comfortable retirement
| and years of just getting by.
To find out more about how the new
Roth IRA can help you save for
retirement,
comphmentury consultation or a copy
B of our brochure New IRA Choices.

SECURITIES

109 Second Street S.E.
Cedar Rapids, 1A 52407
{319) 366-6401

WwWWw.evernsec.com

Member NYSE » Member SIPC
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* no mandatory distributions during your lifefime ‘

call uvs for ol

| 7.90" f-k'

loan rate can be used for ney
refinancing or debt co_

Taxes = Home Improve
Card Consolid

Available to anyoni
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363-7000
337-7000
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Attention
skiers! Get
the scoop on
ski conditions
for local and
national resorts.
Conditions change
rapidly, so call
CITYLINE and

stay informed!
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