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Ex-DES chief: Job transfer meant to discipline deputy

By Rod Boshart
Gazette Des Moines Bureau

DES MOINES -— James Hunsaker’s
former boss Friday characterized his
transfer to a supervisory job in Cedar
Rapids with lesser authority as a forced
move aimed at disciplining Hunsaker
for $1.1 million in alleged overspending
within his Job Service bureau.

Richard Freeman, in his first public
statement since resigning as director of
the Iowa Department of Employment
Services last December, said a refusal by
Hunsaker to accept the shift last Novem-
ber would have been viewed as a volun-
tary resignation.

Freeman also conceded that he
attempted to put the best face on Hun-
saker’s transfer by keeping him at his
$54,000-a-year salary and providing some
amenities as part of an effort to distance
him from the “heat” of legislative in-
quiries into Job Service practices.

NEWS NOTES/

“I felt it was disciplinary, yes,” Free-
man testified during an administrative
hearing over Hunsaker's appeal of a Jan.
23 discharge that he claims wrongfully
ended his 17-year career with DES, “I
don’t see how you could see it any differ-
ently.”

Freeman stepped down after seven
years as DES director on the same day
that Hunsaker’'s transfer from chief of
Job Service field operations bureau to
supervisor of the agency’s district office
in Cedar Rapids became effective last
December.

Freeman currently is working for the
U.S. Department of Labor in Kansas
City, Mo., in a temporary assignment.

One month after he resigned, Free-
man’s successor, Cynthia Eisenhauer,
fired Hunsaker for his role in allegedly
overspending $1.1 million during the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1989. Hunsaker

is seeking reinstatement, back pay and
other compensation, claiming Eisen-
hauer’s action violated state personnel

‘rules.

THE STATE CONTENDS Eisen-

. hauer was within her authority to fire

Hunsaker -because a special audit pin-
pointed serious financial mismanage-
ment within his former bureau and be-
cause his transfer did not constitute a
demotion or discipline by definition
according to state rules.

Hunsaker testified at Friday’s hearing
that as Job Service field operations bu-
reau chief he continued to hire staff and
authorize equipment purchases cont-
rary to warmngs because he doubted the
agency’s deficit pro;ectlons were accu-
rate.

Hunsaker said he had little faith in fig-
ures provided by Job Service financial

officials because his bureau traditional-
ly showed a deficit during winter
months but had ended the previous two
fiscal years with surpluses that were di-
vided among other bureaus with deficits
on June 30.

“I didn’t believe them,” he said. He
also testified that he did not manage his
bureau differently in fiscal 1989 com-
pared to other years, and was uncertain
if he actually had overspent his funding
allocation last year because bureau bud-
gets were very “fluid” due to a myriad of
money sources.

“You've got clients, you can’t stop ser-
vicing your clients,” added Hunsaker,
who was in charge of overseeing the
state’s 68 Job Service offices and admin-
istering a number of federal and state
programs to find jobs or provide
unemployment benefits for Iowans out
of work.

Hunsaker said he overstaffed his agen-

cy by 22 full-time positions and autho-
rized more than $600,000 in equipment
purchases because he believed the mon-
ey was available in his budget. Asked if
he still believed the money was available
given all the events that have tran-
spired, he replied ‘“‘no.”

Hunsaker, who currently is studying
elementary education at the University
of Iowa and working 20 hours part-time

-at minimum wage, said he did not resist

Freeman’s decision to transfer him to
Cedar Rapids because ““I felt I had no
other choice.

“It was a lesser evil,” he said. “I'd
been with the agency for 17 years. I
didn’t want to raise a ruckus that might
have caused an embarrassment to the
agency. I accepted it.”

The hearing is scheduled to continue
later this month, but a decision by ad-
ministrative law judge Susan Bolte is
not expected until later this year.

Body found; mysterious caller to TV station vows ‘there will be many more’

EAST IOWA

Veterinarian suspended

# DUBUQUE (AP) — The Du-
buque Greyhound Park board of
stewards has suspended Du-
buque veterinarian Dr. Merrill
‘Vanderloo for violation of state
gaming rules. Brian Southwood,

DES MOINES (AP) — An anon-
ymous caller who identified the
decomposed remains of a young
woman has threatened that there
will be “many more” such
deaths, but Des Moines police say
they do not know whether the
threat is serious.

“Based on what a caller said,

we don’t want to stir up any
hype, anxiety or panic in the
community,” Police Sgt. Thomas
Van Baale said.

But he added, “We certainly
are not going to brush it off.”

Police identified a body found

Wednesday night near the Des

Moines River as that of 25-year-
old Pamela Carter of Des Moines.
Her mother had reported her
missing July 10.

The cause of death remains
unknown pending an autopsy,
police said. They have said the
woman could be a murder victim.

An anonymous telephone call-

er accurately described the wom-
an before police identified her
Thursday with dental records.

“She is the first, there will be
many more,” the caller told WHO
television.

He described the body as that
of a black woman, 5 feet, 5 inches
tall and about 134 pounds. A

missing person’s report had list-
ed Carter as 5 feet, 4 inches and
130 pounds.

Van Baale was reluctant to
give credence to the caller.

An anonymous telephone call-
er told police Wednesday about
the decomposed body, found just
south of a city bridge.

director of operations at Du-

buque Greyhound Park, said
Thursday that Vanderloo. had
violated rules prohibiting a state
contracted veterinarian from
treating greyhounds off prem-
ises. He said Friday, however,
that the matter still is being
investigated and he doesn’t know
the specific rules that Vanderloo
violated. Vanderloo has practiced
veterinary medicine in Dubuque
for 38 years, and has contracted
with Dubuque Greyhound Park
since 1985.

Safety concerns

m DES MOINES (AP) — Rural
residents who will be in the dark
when a utility security light leas-
ing program is scrapped over the
next few years say the change
has them worried about safety.

“l feel a lot more protected
with that thing going on at dusk
and off in the morning,” Jim Gal-
lagher, who lives north of Bondu-
rant, said Thursday.

The Towa Utilities Board has
ordered the 1994 elimination of
the Light Watchman service,
which leases 175-watt or 400-watt
mercury vapor lamps to utility
customers for outdoor use. Users
currently pay about $6 to $9 a
month for the lights.

The board ordered the
cancellation of the program be-
cause of bookkeeping irregula-
rities, but a spokesman for Iowa
Power. Co. said the market for
outdoor lighting has changed a
lot since the program began in
1962, °

ADA rally

®m DES MOINES — A rally is
scheduled for Sunday in Des
Moines to celebrate the Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act, re-
cently signed into law by Presi-
dent Bush. JIowans with
disabilities - and organizations
representing their causes will
gather at the Botanical Center
from 1:30 to 3 p.m. Sen. Tom Har-
kin, D- Iowa, will speak.
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Huckleberrys
nd Breakfast Brunch

\ We would like to thank the thousands of people who
have enjoyed our weekend breakfast buffet. It’s be-
cause of your suggestions we are extending our break-
fast buffet to a Sensational Brunch. Of course our
brunch will include all the delicious items featured on
our regular buffet.

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR???

4810 1st Ave. N.E.
373-1234

Saturday/Sunday

Breakfast 7:00 AM, Brunch 10:30 AM

Cﬁlwz[ber]rySgruj p) (Pancakes/Waties) (CinnamonRolis”) Peppers/Mushrooms) (Ssusaae Gravy/Biscuils) (Kolaches) (Butter/daty) (Cold Cereal] (Miik)
(ScrambledEqes)|  HashBrowns) }’vu\*jés\;o (Muffing (Donuta)(Frul) (Huice

ONLY 5 69 Plus Tax Sl

Children pay 40¢ times their age
Coffee, milk & juice included.

R

Breakfast only.

* Our Sunday Brunch includes

extended entrees, BBQ Ribs
and much more.
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Quality Bedding Since 1946 -

. FREE DELIVERY

Mun FI‘I 8-8 Sat. 9-5
sun. 12-5

Softside Waterbeds

3 models to choose from

*49g°s

{Queen size)

Mattresses For

*180°

Ea. piece full or smaller

4y DAMAGH

only s6.29

Plus
Tax

. OULTCOVERS
+ENGE SUPFORTS
+BOSTURE CENTER

+STEEL RENFORCEC
"BOX SPRING

RERPLACE
YOUR
FLOTATION
’ ~v MATTRESSES
Locations 1'\ WiTH A

2800 7th Ave.
Marion

CUSTOM-BUILT
W S MATTRESS

377-2670

Westdale Mall

Cedar Rapids 396-3808
-1-800-548-42249
Bettendorf 355-2804
Cedar Falls 277-6278
Davenport

386-87491

Antique Beds

We'll measure
your bed for
exact size.

Free [&&
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