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Sfupidii‘y Surpassable

ANY normal-mjnded citizen who

' handles guns knows rule No.

" 1: Never point a gun at enybody

- unless you plan to shoot him. The
rule’s natural exiension is anoth-
er: Never shoot a gun In anyone’s

- direction unless you plan to kill
him.

The excuse that came from gun.
ners in the Tsraeli fighter plane
. that shot down a Libyan commer-
_tinl airliner last week and killed
106 passengers or crewnen onh an
. off-course flight was that they
“didn't mean to” shoot it down.
They only wanted it te land for
violating Israeli air space.

The kindest thing that can be .

gaid about this is that it reflected
monumental, inexcusable stupld-
ity. Only one thing could have jus-
tified it: Hard intelligence that
the Libyan aieliner’s flipht was
not what it seemed — that it was
hostile, armad and bent on a des-
tructive mission instead of mercly
crossing ground it had no business

over. No such vindication has been
found.

Inzlead, the world has witnesaed
in the international domain an in-
cident that parallels the sickening
reports from time to time about a
street-beat officer who fires
“warping shols™ and kills o young-
gter who had swiped an apple from
a fruit stand and was running off.
Certainly the fugitive shoulidt stop
— It ia the crime worth some-
one"a life . . . or death to 1067

The incident, of course, grew
out of and embodied all the anger,
hate, hostility and fear that blind
both Arabs and Israelis in the
whole Middle East, Understand.
ably, the rage-reaction has been
potent too.

But even the stupidily that
brought it on can be =urpassed
and dwarfed if greater-still stupid-
ity attempts to make this an ex-
cuse for something worse: An.
other round of open warfare in the
Middle East.

Streef-Parking Under Gun

HEN a city council seriously
talks about prohibiting almost
half the on-street parking in a
good-sized town full of cars, one
safa bet is that a lot of wind will
blow before the. council gels
“through. Iowa City’s councilmen
ran this one up the pole recently,
and hometown inferest will be
onhly part of what results from the
provocative idea. ' ’

Take away the bellyaching that
countless auto owners who lack
driveways or garages naturally
will do for reasons of expected

personal inconvenience, and the -

parking-ban idea makes a good
deal of sense. - )

Towa City’s approach aims at
easing traffic congestion, promo-
ting mass transit and making bus
maneuvers easier by the removal

. of some 8,600 parking spaces from
availability along bus routes, art.
erial streets and narrow residen-
tial streets. Such a system auto-
matically would muke it easier to
clean streets and elear snow too.

One claim, of course, will be
that people have as much right to
park on public streets outside
their homes or clsewhere as they
do {o drive on streets. The argu-
meEt does not bear serutiny too
well,

_ In any town, almost all the old-
er streets where traffic now is dif-
fieult  were streets before they
ever felt a car, parked or moving.
Horses, buggies, wagony and the
like supplied the reason for their

being. While daytime parking at .

the zurb was common even them,
overnight storage certainly was
not. For horses and the whecla of
the day, nearly everybody had a

Way with Words

back-alley *barn” behind the
house.

In other words, the fundamental
purpose of a stréet has always
been t{o move — not store — cun-
veyances. Current timea of auto-
motive inundation 1end to shadow
that fact. But it can be persuasive-
Iy contended even now that streets
exist primarily to drive on, not to
roost on.

In a value-test of whether to
create new trafficways or widen
old ones, against alternatives of
finding parking space somewhere
else, the parking option almost al-
ways wins both econemically and
in quality-of-life considerations.

Offstreet parking is the lesser
 evil and the greater obligation,. -

Wiping out alt onstreet parking
in such areas as those in Cedar
Rapids full of one-way residential
streets — heavy on apartments
now and shert on driveways and
garages — would, however, [ead to
hardships, inconvenience and a
storm. One answer, possibly,
would be removal of a house or
two in every block, conversion of

the zpace to surface-level parking

(probably for pay) and no more
curbside storage so that moving
traffic is the streets’ sole function.

What needs to come across and
sink in now wherever traffic has
become oppressive is the point that
parking — longtime storage in
particular — is more a duly and
responsibility of auto owners than
# right that goes with gas-propel-
led mobtlity.

If zood old lowa City pulls it off
and makes it stick along these
lires semehaw, the feat is likely to
provoke not only awe but emula-
tion.

~ Error-Record Sef?

By Theodare M., Bernstein
EDUNDANCY. A reader in Buffaln,
Neal C. Farewell, sends in a news-
paper sentence that he thinks may set a
record for most errors in fewest words.
There are only two errors, hul there
are mighty few words.

Mere's how It goes: “Married In 1964,
they have {wo twin girls, both 3%." If
they are twins you don't peed the word
two, and If they are (wins you don't need
the word both because obviously they
are of the same age. You might call
those twin errors.

Odd reply. A Jeiter from San Francis-
co asks about the expression *Nat that
I know of." First the letter pases a sit-
unation in which someone comes inlo a
bookstore and asks whelher there are
any copies of "Moby Dick™ in the store
and the stock answer lg, “Not (hat [
know of."

The lelicr wriler says he can't gram-
‘matically analyze that reply satisfac-
- torily. But it can be so analyzed if you
think of it as an ellipsis for “There are
not any copies that T know of.”

A second situation that the letter writ-
er poses Is rot £o  easily disposed of:
Someohe asks, “Is your boss golng to
work avertime lonight?"" and again the
answer s, ¥Not that [ know of.”

That one can't be analyzed grammati-
cally In any satisfactory way. A proper
reply would have to be something like,
“Not sa far as I know." Il may be that
tha stock reply will have to be set down
as m idiom; that certalnly s the only

- explanation of it that can be advansed,

but it's not a very good one,
[ ]

Word oddities. A cabal is a group
ol conspiring persons, Folk etymaology
has it thai the word is an anagram
formed {rom ihe initials of five Eng-
lish ministers who Intrigued during the
reign of Charles 1I:  Ciifford, Ashley,
Buckingham, Arlingten and Lauderdale.

However, the word poes much farther
back ikan that. It originated in the
Hebrew gabbalah, meaning received
docirine, the Jews' pecult version of the
Dld Testamenl. Then it came to refer
lo something secret or to an intrigue,
and in English use to an intriguing
group or to its machinations.

Saacisl Features Synacate, New York Times
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Onaly a mediocre writer s
ulwaya al his best,

Somersel Maugham

Nixon Credited for Peacefu|—A_s

By James Reston
ASHINGTON -~ The Rissinger-Chou
- Envlai com ersalions in Pehing have
made progress mainly becausa the (wo
men have been faithful {o the sgreement
they made at the very beginning of thelr
lalks last year: .
*(iel the principles straight fiest, and
the practical problems can then be sorted
out at letsure.”

They agreed on the principle that Tal.

wan was a part of China and that the po- |

litleal future of that island was a question
lo be settled by the Chinese themselves.

They agreed on the principle that the
political future of Vietnan: shoeld be set-
tled by the contending pariies in Vietnam
after a cease-fire. The conilmiing with-
drawal of American troops, arms, and
prisoners has undoubledly coniributed to
the success of Kissinger's latest visil {o
Peking.

They agreed on the principle that a
new peaceful order should be pstablished
in Asia, that alt disputes should be settled
by peaceful means, and that theie agree-
ment on these principles was not directed

-against any other couniry, meaning of

course, the Soviet Union,

Having seltled this much, though both
sides are eager to “bring about the nor-
malization of relations™ while the aging
leaders of the Peking povernment are
still in power. Neither side has insisied

The People's Forum
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Racism's
To the Edilor:“ . ’

Time and time again, in town after

town, state afier state, HEW and the

courts have come to one conclusion —
that when there is a conflict between the

- goal of quality, integrated education and

the long cherished neighborhood school
concept, tame form of busing Is inevi-
{able, .

"This Iz lhe case in Cedar Rapids, 1973,
It is no longer a matter of IF — it is a
matter of WHEN, since our schoal dis-
trict Is already in violation of state and
federal guidelines.

Dr. Currie and his staff should be
commended for their positive efforts o
achieve quality, integrated education in
Cedar Rapids. They realize as mast
concerned peeple do, that learning lo
respect others of different ethric back-
grounds must -be accomplished at an
early age.

One or {wo of the plans they have pre-
sented to the school baard have the po-
tential for achieving just that. They will
also provide for some exceptional educa-
tipnal innavations that have been entire.
ly averlooked In the emational furor over
the mechanica] aspects of the plans,

However, racism - especially while
racism — cannol be overcome by chil-
dren alone or with the good infentions,
of the school administration. It will take
a greal deal of soul-searching and grow-
ing on the part of parents as weil.

Breaking down generations of racism
which has been built into the fabrie of
our society including schools and’ res
ligion is a monumental task, but a {ask
that ean be accomplished in Cedar Rtap-
ids. We can make it happen if we want
to.

We challenge the school board to lead
in helping to make quality, integraled
cducation a reality in Cedar Rapids.
Any backtracking now would be uncon-
scionable. .

Mr. and Mss. Norman Barnes
2119 Blake boulevard SE

QOut of Reach

To the Editor:

What. will happen to the low-income
and needy people of our seciety, now
that President Nixon hag deeided that
there are no poor people in this world,
5o there is no need for HACAP and its
programs?

In the last four or five years HACAP
and s programs have proven the need
for these programs by guiding and aid-
ing low-income and necdy people. Whe
are these people going o turn to for
help in such malters as legal aid, fam-
ily planning, Neightwwhood Youth Corps
and the supplement food program?

Where can a -year-old student find
a summer job, without cxpetience, tn
make some money for school clothes or
to help In a family problem? Of course

on the urgent selllement of the practical
problema. No deadline, no hidden deals.

Peking obviously wanis the Unlted

States to withdraw all its trcops rom
‘Taiwan, They number only & few thou-
sand whose main Job has been not to de-
ferdd Taiwan but ta assist in supplying
the American expeditlonary fores in Viet-
nan. Bul Chou En-lai has nol attempted
to Insist on a specifle date for their de-

pariure,

At the same {lme, Chou has sald in the
past that his government would not es-
tablish an offictal mission In Washington
as long s the Chinese natlonallsls
occupy the Chinese embassy here an
Weodley road. Nevertheless, he has
agrecd to establish a “liaison office™
here and permit the U.5. lo do the same
in Peking.

This agreement implies much more
than it says explicitly. It does not estab-
lish formal diplomatic relations, but it

authorires the creation of a diplomalie

presence of unlimited size in bolh capi-
tals, with diplomatle immunity for the
members of both nissions, and “a con-
crele program of cxpanding trade as
well as scienlifie, cultural, and other ex-
changes.”

Presumebly the members of (hese mis-
sions will be restricted in their travels
around both China and the United States
—as U.S. and Soviet diplomats still are
in these bwa couniries. But the modestly
named new “liaison offices™ will in el-

_;u:':;,
! e .
James
Reston

fect be diplomatie misslons in everything
bul name.

The fact that Mao Tse-tung held a lwo-
hour conversation with Rissinger, which
was conducted according Lo Lhe joint
communique “in an unconsiralned at-
mosphere . . . earpest, frank and con-
structive,” s of, preat symbolic impar-
tance.

This gives (he approval of China's leg-
endary leader lo the dramatic tum in
U.8.Clinese relations from hostility lo
normality.

It Is a reminder to the Saviel Unlon
that the United States wants fo work with
China, the Sovlet Union and Japan on the
peaceflu] reordering of stale relations in
the Pacific. And this iz a palnt of some
importance lo the leaders in Peking who
feel threatened by substantial Soviet
armies and nuclear weapons on their
border.

The way Is now open for the President

ila Hope:
ta dramatire hls “evenhamed” policy
between I'eking and Mescow by Inviting
Chairman Brezhney of the Soviet govern:
et to the United Gtates.
_Laler In the year, Lhe Japanese enk
ror will alsg be visiting this country,
eaving only (he personal rancor between
the lenders of the United States and India
to be resolved. . ‘

Presidsnt Nixon, who personally stari-
ed this “opening to China" during his
conversatlons with furmer President
Charles de Gaulle tn 1969, thus Is moving
with admirable skill and purpose Lo tirn
the cease-fire [n Vielnam into a more en-
during general seltlement in Asia, and (o
transform the initiatives of his first term
into enturing achievements In his sccond,

All this is 31l in :ﬂrrellmlnary and
fragile state. 1t will need a great deal of
understanding and cooperation from the
congress, particularly on ald to North
Vietnam and trade with Japan, Lelore
becoming stable.

Rut Nixon is now clearly embarked on
the most consfructive American enter-
prise abroad since the Marshall an In
Europe after World war 1. Like the Mar-
shal] Plan, which Jed to the reconstructlon
of a peaceful Europe, il alms at nothing
lesy than the reconstruclion of a peace
1ol Asia. .

For this the President needs and de-
serves the gratitude and supporl of his
fellow-countrymen.

New Yoru Times Mervicy

Downtrend Deemed Irreversible
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he can tumn to the Neighborhoed Youth
+ . Corps.

What about the family that cannot
afford legal advice and needs 3T Yes,
there is the Legal Aid Sociely.

Where can a woman go o learn low
to plan her lamily? The Family Plan-
ning Service is always available,

These are only a few of the programs
offered to lowincome families.

How do people leam of these pro-
grams? Through the OLEO outreach
workers in their county, But these out-
reach workers will no longer he avail-
able {o these people, since President
Nixon goes on believing poor people do
not exlst In otr soclety,

President Nixon wanls to educate
low-income and poverly-siricken people,
but how can they be cducated when

Sharp Analysis by Britisher

Judgment on JFK: Unable to Do

By James J. Kilpatrick

ASHINGTON~One of the most per-
ceplive wrilers in Washington,
Brilish correspondent  MHenry  Thlrlie,
has written one of {he most pereeplive
patitical books of eur time, The late Nic-
cala Machiavelli, dead these 450 years,
vould not have dene a bhetter job than

Machiavelli’s purpose in his master
piece, “The Prince”, was to advise a
yourg Medici en the arts of stetecesft

Fairlie's purpose in this brilliant work .

Is to analyze a young President’s abort-
ed administration, !

Ilis refrospective judgments on the
“(housand days™ are the hest judgments
¥et rendered, bu his observatinns on
the American presidency look beyond
the Kennedy years.

Faitlic has subitled his beok, *The
Politics of Expectation”. Hls thesis fs

that the Kennedy adminlstration dining
on a dict of daily criscs, lived on the rich
sarce of things It meant to do. In their
public lives, no less than in their private
lives, the brothers Kennedy and (heir
team bhid to have action. That was the
watchery: Action! .

Yet, looking back, Fairlie asks what
it all meart. The Incessant demand for
aclion ruled out the alternatlve of inace
licn, of simply, In a given situation, do-
ing nothing, The Keonedys never knew
how tn do nothing,

The spirit of the New Frontier, in Fair-
lie’s telling llne, was a gpirit of “phy-
sica) bravade joined to intellectwal bra-
vura." The thousand days becams a
concertn compased enflrely of cadmzas,

“Whenever  there  was  something
which he wished to da, he went before
the televislon cameras and eould rely on
thlaining the desired popular reactlion;
the expectation was aroused, and {he
expectalis was supperted; bul on the

there will be no cne le guide or aid
them?

How can they stand on their own two
fect and raise themselves to a belter
level? By keeping HACAP and s pro-
grams available for all who need them.

Belsy Curley
Oxford Jurction

Searchérs Thanked

To the Edilor:

1 wish to address a very sincere thank-
you fo everyone who was direcily or in-
directly involved In the search around
rural Toddville the lasi few weeks for
Guy 1leckle.

Thanks would come more casily il all
the combined elforts had proven fruitful,
This, however, was nol the case, But

following morning the thing had still to
be done.”

A part of Kennedy's difficuliies rested
In the intellcclual acllvism of the men
who were closest lo him. With few ex-
ceptions, they were new lo power.

Toey had stdied power, and analyzed
pewer, and lalked abaut pawer, but they
never had excrcised power, And when
at last they got their handg on this

beatiful instrument, they wanted to -

play it laudly and with flare,

Thus, I the [lfated Allfance for
I'rogress, the team acled on the as
sumption that It was "ane minute to
midnight™ {n Latin America,

Says Falrlie: It it was 2! one min-
ute {n midnight {hat the adminisiration
helieved that Lhe hands of the clock als
wiys slood, all over the globe; and they
were deiven by the fear that, if they did
rol nct before the clock struck, they
wauld all krem to he pumpking, They
aspired {o greatness, not jusl oceasion

‘naneial sacrifice,

it 1s rewarding to know that people were
tuncertied and did actively participata
in"a physical search — participated by
offering suggestions and, more recently,
participaled financially—in the ailempts
fo locate the missing boy. -

There have been numerous occasions
when I, as an officer, and we, as a de
parimeni, should have expressed thanks
io'many people for assistance In Inves-
tigations (hat have rereived less pub-
licity. But, for some wnknown reason,
we take too much for granted and con-
sequently just assume that people will
knew their efforts were appreciated.

The difficulty in extending personal
thanks is that we have no |dea as lo the
names and addresses of all those who
assisted. These people encompassed all
age groups, social, eihnic and religious
backgrounds, and were drawn together
in a tremendousty harmonious effoert {o-
ward a commoen goal,

Again, thanks to all for the physical
help and moral support. 1 am sure It
was olfered with great personal and fi-

Geui'ge Gri[ﬁn.‘ Caplafn
. Sheriil's Department
Cedar Rapidy

Took GiHs.

To the Edﬁbr:

Scveral years ago, our Towa county
supervisors were publicized, criticized
and forced 1o resign, because they fook
gifts and aécepted favors. To me (hat is
no different from teachers or office help
using their time or school equipment,
typewriters, paper, eic., for clubs, groups
and political parties at laxpayers' ex-

pense,

Now we (ind that employes of WOI.TV
owned by the Towa State university at
Ames accepled cameras, mixers, halr
dryers, electric razors, wallets and olher
goods worth a total of nearly §1,500 dis-
tributed to them as Christmas presenls
for the years 1963-71. Reasons given by
the unmiversity were “trade-oul proce-
dure” on advertising,

We could not give our supervisors an
excuse of being college Intellectualy, bul
it seems we should expect more from
the university, State Auditor Lloyd Smith
says the persanal use of property tech
nically owned by the state is illegal,

Why was thiz nol discovered before?
Is there no way this ean be faken into
court so that the TV cameras and news-
papers can carry accounts as they did
for our supervisors, who were subjected
to this for weeks and manths?

Frankly, I fail to see the difference be-
tween the board of supervisors aceepling
gilts and the employes of WOLTV doing
it. Let’s have some publicity and pie-
tures {from WMT-TV like what it gave
our supervisars,

' Pauline Lillie
- Ladaora

‘Nothing’

ally, bul all the time.”

The atmosphere of dizzy expectatlon,
In Fairlie's view, was bound (o pro-
duce the Bay of Pigs fiasco, 1 could not
have been otherwise, .

The Kennedy players, supremely con-
Fident of thelr skill in pulting Tntelll
Rence to work, saw only the promise of
glory. “The sails of the administrailon
were Indeed filled by each breath of
the infclligence which Rt gathered, Im-
pelling It forward to yel another oper-
ation, Whal It facked was an ancher.”

Fairlie's judgments may scem harsh,
Ten years aller the Kennedy adminis-
traflon, he remarks, “it is hard tn fim)
A lrace of any melhod of government
he ‘estahlished which hins supvived”

Keanedy wished o do so muche-but
~wishes nre not epouzh: “He I facl
achleved very Mthe." 10 Is a pily the
verdlel has 1o be remdered, It pily
"thy, lls 1rue. - '

Wathingten  Slar  biaditaie "




