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By Lisa Ann Williamson
Gazette staff writer

If Iowa looks good in com-
paritive statistics on 1988
crime, Cedar Rapids looks
even better.

The Uniform Crime Statis-
tics Report for 1988 indicates
that Cedar Rapids experienced
decreases from 1987 in six of
seven crime categories: mur-
der, rape, robbery, assault,
burglary and larceny.

The entire state, on the other
hand, had declines in only
three categories: murder, bur-
glary and larceny.

The only category in which
Cedar Rapids experienced an
increase was in motor vehicle
thefts, which went up from 370
to 379. Still, at 2.4 percent, the
increase was well below the
statewide increase of 8 per-
cent.

In 1987, Cedar Rapids
recorded three murders. In
1988, two murders were re-
ported: the shooting deaths of
Donald Cope in August and
Matt Pusateri in November.
Evan Paul was aquitted of
murder in the Cope case, and
no arrest has been made in the
Pusateri murder.

The two murders in 1988 put
Cedar Rapids, population 107,
731, very close to the statewide
murder rate of 1.7 per 100,000,
which was the lowest in the
nation.

UNFORTUNATELY, THAT
low rate is not carrying into
1989. Five deaths have been
listed as homicides by Cedar
Rapids police so far this year:
Larry Waller, Leah Wara, Her-
man Baer, Brian Schappert and
Arthur Snyder. Arrests have
been made in all but the
Schappert death.

Other crime reductions re-
ported in Cedar Rapids from
1987 to 1988 were: rapes, from

Crime goes up in ’88
in lowa, down in C.R.

nine to six (33 percent); rob-
beries, from 108 to 85 (21
percent); simple and aggravat-
ed assaults, from 1,394 to 1,293
(7 percent); burglaries, from
1,812 to 1,445 (20 percent); and
larcenies, from 6,829 to 5,766
(15.5 percent).

In that same period, rapes
across the state went up 38
percent and robberies and
aggravated assaults went up 10
percent.

MARION, POPULATION
20,449, had no murders in
either 1987 or 1988, but in
1988 did show increases in
rapes, from two to four, and
aggravated assaults, from five
to 11.

Hiawatha, population 5,110,
reported decreases in all areas
except robbery, which went
from zero to one, and thefts,
which increased from 164 to
212,

IOWA CITY had the highest
total crime rate in the state in
1988 and Iowa County had the
lowest crime rate, figures re-
leased Thursday show.

However, Mike Coveyou of
the Iowa Department of Public
Safety cautioned Thursday
about making comparisons.

Because state universities
are treated as separate report-
ing jurisdictions, students are
counted as living on campus
even when most student offen-
ses are committed off campus,
Coveyou said.

lowa City’s overall crime
rate in 1988 was 14,652 crimes
per 100,000 population, while
Des Moines was next highest
in the state with 10,054 crimes
per 100,000 people.

Linn County ranks sixth in
overall crime rates with 5,450
crimes per 100,000 population,
the report states.

By Roland Krekeler
Gazette staff writer

Several dozen Linn County
residents concerned with youth
problems met last night to outline
a plan for working together to
deal more effectively with the
problems.

The town meeting at the Cedar
Rapids YWCA was called to
address problems the National
Collaboration for Youth in Wash-
ington, D.C., has outlined: func-
tional illiteracy, juvenile crime,
school dropouts, substance abuse,
teenage pregnancy and youth
unemployment.

The meeting concluded by
drawing up a list of recommenda-
tions for a plan that will be
refined by a committee and
presented to the community.

AMONG THE
tions are:

@ Agencies dealing with young
people, and the rest of the

recommenda-

community, including businesses,
churches and schools, work to-
gether to face the problems.

e Efforts be made to improve
community understanding of
youth in crisis and create a
consensus so a broad commitment
can be built for personal and
financial involvement.

e Role model and mentor
programs be established.

® Specific community objec-
tives be developed.

Participants received a fact
sheet that included the following
points:

Eighty-five percent to 90 per-
cent of the 5,500 dropouts in Iowa
in 1988 were substance abusers.

About 10 percent (290,000 peo-
ple) of lowa's population are
substance abusers. Of these more
than 27,000 are juveniles.

Kirkwood Community College
generally uses 17 percent as the
state’s illiteracy rate and 18
percent as the Cedar Rapids rate.

Can we help young people?

Town meeting takes step in solving problems

Participants in the meeting
heard presentations from a num-
ber of people before breaking into
three groups for discussion and
then reconvening to draw up the
recommendations.

One of the presentations was
made by Tom Pardonek, a counse-
lor at McKinley Middle School. He
said students at risk very often
come from a home in which an
adult has a substance abuse
problem,

RANDY McCRIGHT, an SCI
Financial Group employee, said
employers report that many youth
do not have a good work ethic,
often have no ethics at all and
have a higher expectation from
their employers than their produc-
tion warrants.

Most solutions to the problems,
he said, must come from parents,
teachers, religious organizations
and agencies that deal with youth
problems.
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TODAY

Friday, Sept. 29

ENTERTAINMENT

Entertainment events in
Weekend Magazine.

MEETINGS

9 am. — Linn County
Department of Human Re-
sources MH/MR/DD Adviso-
ry Board, second floor confer-
ence room, Witwer Building.

CITYLINE Calendar

Call CITYLINE'S Calendar
of Events (Category 8000) for
more information: Cedar Rap-
ids, 363-7000; Iowa City, 337-
7000.

Complete sports
daily

STARTS TOMORROW

THE LOG

BURGLARY

BT Hobbies, 804 34th St. NE,
remote control cars, car batteries,
motors, remote control transmitters
and tires, value $7,000, taken between
8:30 p.m. Wednesday and 8:30 a.m.
Thursday; entry gained by kicking in a
door and breaking through a plaster
wall. $300 damage to wall and door.

DRUNKEN DRIVING

Each of the following people
charged with drunken driving is listed
with time and place of arrest. Address-
es are taken from court records.

David Voelkel, 32, of 1330 A Ave.
NW, 11:46 p.m. Wednesday in the
3800 block of First Avenue SE.

Douglas McGrew, 24, of Newhall,
2:27 a.m. Thursday at Johnson Ave.
and 24th St. NW (third offense).

FIRE CALLS

Wednesday — 1:03 p.m., needless
call, 1243 20th St. SW; 1:55 p.m,,
alarm malfunction, 320 11th Ave. SE;
5:23 p.m., burned food on stove, 3103
E Ave. NE; 6:59 p.m., medical emer-

gency, 1025 35th St. NE.

Thursday — 12:43 p.m., medical
emergency, 417 12th St. SE; 1:44 p.m,,
medical emergency, 3000 block of
Mount Vernon Road: SE; 3:04 p.m.,
medical emergency, 5230 Harbet Ave,
NW; 5:13 p.m., medical emergency,

1808 Washington Ave. SE.
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“Diamonds cost less af Sicgel’s”

‘Siegel’s

1053rd Ave. SE | 366-1554

SPECTACULAR STOCKROOM
CLEARANCE SALE!

SHOP SATURDAY 10-5:30

e
o

SAVE 30-50%

Whatever your sport . . . we have your shoel Over 500 pairs of discontinued shoes. All your favorite
brands-Nike®, Reebok®, Brooks®, Adidas®, Etonic®, and Tiger® for men, women and children.

SPORTS CENTER ON SECOND AVENUE.

Regular 29.95-74.95. . Sale 14.99-49.99

FAMILY HAIR CARE SHOPS

® Free Hair Analysis & Consultation

o Free Nexxus Samples

o Register to Win Free Gifts

o 10% off Nexxus products
Westdale Mall Center Court

(Next to the cinema)

390-3776

Evans Entorprises

SAVE 30-75%

Choose from over 1,000 paris of men's and women's shoes. You'll find many of your favorite brands in
dress and casual styles. Rockport®, Florsheim®, Eastland®, Joyce®, Dexter® and many more! Limited
sizes, so shop early!

MEN'S AND WOMEN'S SHOES-FIRST FLOOR.

REGULAR *14-*265

ARMV/TRONGY

. . . SALE *5-*90

® FREE CURBSIDE PARKING SATURDAY AND SUNDAY ¢ ASK ABOUT INSTANT CREDIT! IT'S SO EASY! USE YOUR ARMSTRONG'S
CHARGE, MASTERCARD, VISA, DISCOVER OR AMERICAN EXPRESS.




