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Associated Press Survey:

Series of Slayings Tabbed as Top lowa News Story

DES MOINES (AP) — The
brutal slayings of five wamen
in Towa last fall comprised the
top Towa news story of 1971,
according io votes cast last
week by the state’s Associaled
FPress editors and broadeast
news directors.

The killings -~ all apparent-
Iy unrelated—hegan in Cedar
Rapids in late September and
didn’t end uniil more than a
manth [ater,

Even now, only lwo men
have been arrested and
charged with any of dhe
murders. Each had heen ro-
mantically involved with one
of the victims.

The seeond choice of editors
and broadeasters as top news
of the year wos the con-
troversy that has raged for
six mouths around the Iowa
commeree commission,

That story involved a major
shakeup in the ICC, missing
files, an overnight lockup of
heavily guarded ICC offices in
downtown Des Moines and ufil-
ity rates that affect hundreds
of thousands of Towans.

Votad {he third best news
story were problems that
besct the Towa legislature as
it grappled with tax “re-
forms.”

Placing fourth and fifth In
the poll were Tresident Nix-

on's lwo irips fo the Hawkeye
state.

Rounding out the top 10:

(6) Indiclments of cight
business men and Johnsan
county officials,

{7} New Yeur's weckend
Blizzard, termed the worst in
29 years.

(8) Continuing coverage on
legislative reapporlionment in
Towa.

(3) Grand jucy price fixiny

prabe into activilies of Inter-
national Harvester dealers.

{10} Spring disturbanecs al
the University of Iowa.

Five Killings

The first in the series of five
senseless  killings of lowa
women came at Cedar Rapids
Sept. 24 when the body of 17-
year-old Maureen Farley was
found atep the trunk lid of an
abandoned ear.

She had been ead aboul
seven days and officials
theerized her bedy had been
hrown from a passing vehicle
and crashed through heavy
vegelation onto the car trunk.
She died of a blow fo the
head.

Investigators have fried to
find a possible lick belween
Mrs. Farley’s death and that
of Karen Strecd, 21, a Cedar

Rapids housewife who set out
hitchhiking to Towa City to

visit her hushand, Ner budy
was found six doys later, on
Oct, 24, in a siream near High
Amana in Iowa county. She
Diad been shat fn the head.

Jean Marie Christensen, 18,
of Storm Lake was sirangled
ancl sexually assaulted. Her
body was found in her bed-
room Ocf, 17. Buena Visla
counly officials have since
ledped a murder charge
against the girl's Jiance, Mi-
chael Dean Peterson of rural
Alla, Peterson has pled in-
nocenl 1o the eharge and is
Iree on bail,

Karen Goers, 23, of Oskaloo-
54, +who worked in  her
pavents' cafe, was last seen
alive Qct. 22 getting into a car
in downtown Oskaloosa., Her
body was found in a ditch out-
side of lown {wo days later.
She has becn shol three (imes
in the head with a .22 caliber
WeapOoIt.

Authorilies 1earned that
Miss Goers had been secing
Charles Silvers, 31, of Oska-
“loosa. The two had discussed
the possihility of marriage, In
mid-November, he was arrest-
ed and charged with murder-
ing her.

Miss  Guers, Mrs. Farley

Talks Man

MANILLA (AP} — TFather
Bob Garon, an American
priest who talked an armed
Filipite into releasing two
young women hostages
Wednesday was doing what he
is known best {or in the Phil-,
ppines. '

Bach night on radic and
television, the 36-year-old
Roman Calholic priest talks
with Filipinos who phone him

Card Has Added
Greeting After
Detour to OChio

SAN MATEQ (AP) — The
Christmas eard hore an added
greellng which was picked up in
a detour to Chip on its way to
the Gerald Noell family in this
San Francisco peninsula city,

Although correctly addressed,
the envelope arvived wilh a
handwriticn request {hat it be
forwarded, and the explanation.

“This was sent o Linn slreet
in Cincinnati, Ohio «— deep inlo
e heart of the black ghelto—
by mistake, tho’ we know nol
what Christmas is, have a
MErey ong anyway."'

“IL sort of touched us,” Mrs.
Noell said Tuesday. My son
immediately sat  down  and
wrote out 2 Christmas eard,”
The nate gave 1ihe street
numbear.

“You hate to think of somenne
who doesn’l really understand
what Christmas is 21l aboul,”
she said. “We would Jike 10 lel
them know {hat someonc
cares.”

into Freeing Hostages

their troubles. He listaps,
queslions, advises and
soolhes. The hour is called
“Father Bob and His Tele-
phone’.

Born in Manchester, N.H.,
Father Beb was graduated
from Da Sallette seminary at
Sapthbridge, Mass., and has
spent the last seven years in
the Philippines, where about
80 pereent of the people are
Calhulics.

1 apparently was his repu-
lalion as a problem solver
that brought him inlo the hos-
tage case.

Domingo  Arecilla, 27, had

, been helding Tessie Dulay, 23,

and her friend, Zenaida Men-
doza, 25, at gunpoint in a bed-
ropm of the Dulay family's
aparlment since noon Tuses-
day. He shol and slightly
wounded a maid when he in-
vaded the aparlment.

Arcilla refused lo discuss
his molives; {riends and rela-
tives said he had courted Tes-
sie’s older sister but she mar-
ried someone else.

After hours of futile appeals
for Arcilla 1o give himself up,
he asked for Father Bob after
midnight. The priest sas-
wereed the call quickly, and
four haurs of discussion fol-
lowed, much of it picked up
by a radio microphone slipped
inte the room.

The the priest announced
that Arcilla was willing o
give up if he was nol harmed.

Police promised, but then
Father Bob reparted that Ar-
tilla had changed his mind.

“He foels so bad, he is em-

barrassed,” 1he priest said,
“He says he cannot face lhe
world afler all this. He says
the givls and I can go now,
but we are afraid he may take
his own life. We are pleading
wilh him.”

Shertly before 7 a.m., the
sobbing voung women came
downt from the second-floor
bedroom. Minutes later, down
came Father Bob, lLis arm
over the shoulders of Arcilla,
who kept hig head bowed and
said nothing..

The priest said Arcilla had
{realed the girls well through-
out their 18-hour ardeal. He
accompanied the young man
lo a palice precinct where he
was detained.

Auto Strikes
Two C.R. Boys,
Driver Charged

Two Cedar Rapids bays sui-
fered minor injuries Tuesday af-
fernoon when they were struck
by a car as they stepped from 2
curb at First avenue and Drexel
drive SW., :

Anthorities said the two boys,
Scatt Howard, 5, of 220 Hanover
road 5W, and Scoft Budak, 6, of
208 Hanover road SW, were
treated at S, Luke’s hospital for
bumps and bruises and re-
leased. .

Awthorities said the driver of
the car was Martin L. Hayes,
4044 Cox avenue NW. He was
charged with failure to vield the
right-of-way to a pedeslrian in a
crosswalk,

Age 10. This Holiday Season
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bon you carn sig

Mix, serv

and Miss Christensen all were
waliresses. -

The last victim of unre-
strained assaull was Estelle
Reubner, 78, of Muscaline,
Her body was found in her
heme Oct. 26,

Aulhorities said she was
bound and gagged with elec-
trical tape while someone ran-
sacked her home. She died of
a blow fo the head and eilher
sirangulation or suffocation
from the gag.

Cotnmerce Commission

The storm over the
Iowa commerce commission
broke last summer when it

was revealed the ICC had.

granted the Iowa Telephone
Co. of Knoxville a rate in--
crease subsfanlially higher
then one the firm had agreed
to accept earlier.

Thal was followed hy the
resignations of ICC Chairman
Kenneth Benda and the com-
mission's executive secretary,
Edgar Storey.

Both the governor's oflice
and the legislature siarted
probes iule the XCC.

Benda was . weplaced by
Dfaurice Van Nostrand, who
made news when it was
iearned he was driving a taxi-
cab in his spare time in Des
Moines,

Legisiature

“The 1971 legislature was the
second longest regular session
in history, owing miich of ifs
length to a detetmined drive
for so-celled tax reform.

The legislature epacted a
new foundation plai of paying
vasily invressed state aid to
schools, votud curbs on future
Increases in local school dis-
trict budgéts, and - increascd
{he state income tax rates hy
roughly one-lhird to supplant
some of the property {ux that
otherwise would be necessary
for sehool finaneing.

The foundation plan is o be
“phased in" and won'l be
fully implemented urtil the
187475 school year. But the
lawmakers parlly answered
lhe clamor for property tax
rellef by “freezing” praperly
taxes lor schoo! purpeses at
their 1970-71 level far the 197i-

¢ and subsequeni school
years,

Nixon Vigits
President Mixon, accom-

panied by his wife, four cabi-
net members and severul
aides, flew to Des Moines
March 1, to Kiek off 5 cam-
Ppaign for his controversial leg-
islative proposals,

His lowa appearance was
the first of a serics of trips to
Lhe Midwest.

On July 31 {he President rc-
lurned to Yowa, He mixed
speechmaking and reminis-
cing during his two-hour whirl:
wind {rlp’ to Lake Hathbim
where, -with &n -estimated
15,000 to 30,000 - persons

present, be dedicated the §26.5-

million Rathhug dam.

Indiciments were returned
Dec. 9, by the Johnsor county
grand jury against the same
aight men who were charged
by an earller grand jury with
violating Towa’s law prohibit-
ing county officials from re-
celving gifts and gratuities.
The first jury’s aclions were
declared iliegal.

Named in the indictments

were four husiness men, three

Johnson county officials and a

former county official,
Blizzard

Thousands of lravelers
heading home last winter from
the New Year’s holiday were
stranded ‘across fowa in the
wake of a blizzard described
by the Nalional Weather Ser-
vice as the worst {o hit Iewa
in 20 years,

At feast 18 people lnst their
lives in the bligzend’s wake,
many of them heart attacks
suffered while shoveling snow.
Drifls reporled to be up to
eight feet high covered somé
state highways and interstate
systems, )

One of Xhe Dbiggesl chores
that faced the legislaiure was
the necessily of reapportion-
ing its 100 hause and 50 sehate
seals on the baesiz of the 1970
Tederal vensus.

It was an agonizing chore
since there was no way o
avold placing iwo incumbents
together In the same district
in some inslanves. A plan was
derived thal musicred enough

voles for passage,~bul the
plan had barely becotne law
when three lawsuits were filed
challenging its constliu-
tionality.

Price-Fix Prohe -

An indictment charging con-
spiracy and vaming 142 de-
fendants — all representing
International Harvester deal-
erships in Iowa — was re-
turned by the Story cotinty
grand jury in Nevada, Iowa,
early in December. L

The indictment alleges the
-defendants conspired to fix
prices on International Har-
vester parts by using a fraud-
ulent price hook.

Two hundred highway pa-
irolmen were ordered into
Iowe City May 11, in the wake
of University of Jowa campis
disorders that pitted police
and students in  war-game
style skirmishes. :

Scarcs of persons were ar-
resled and some injured.: At
one point several college-age
protesters hurled bottles at
police, who retaliated by Iob-
bing {ear gas.
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