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Diploma comes harder 
for Waterloo students 
Exit exams become 
increasingly a trend 
in U.S. high schools 

WATERLOO (AP) — High 
school s tudents in one of the 
state 's largest districts have to 
do more than make the grade in 
order to graduate. They have to 
pass an exit exam. 

"We're making a dramatic de
par tu re from what we've been 
doing to say that we want that 
W a t e r l o o d ip loma to m e a n 
something," Superintendent Ar-
lis Swartzendruber said. 

Students must score a 251 in 
both math and reading on the 
Iowa Tests of Educational De
velopment. That represents the 
m e d i a n n a t i o n a l l y for the 
spring of eighth grade, Sharon 
Mil ler , a Water loo schoo l s 
spokeswoman, said Monday. 

By the spring of senior year, 
just 2fi percent of students na
tionwide score below that mark 
on reading and 30 percent below 
that mark on math, said Robert 
Forsyth, director of the ITED 
program at the University of 
Iowa. 

Competency testing as a grad
uation requirement is becoming 
inc reas ing ly p o p u l a r na t ion
wide. Twenty-five states have or 
will soon have in place such 
tests. 

C.R., Marion schools 
Marion High School requires 

juniors whose reading or math 
scores on the ITED fall below 

the 40th percentile to take a 
special remedial class or classes 
their senior year to graduate. 
The new r e q u i r e m e n t was 
adopted in September 1998. 

T h e Col lege C o m m u n i t y 
school board in Ju ly voted to 
begin r e q u i r i n g s t u d e n t s to 
earn a basic academic skills 
certificate as par t of tougher 
graduation requirements . The 
requirement goes into effect 
with s tudents enter ing the high 
school next fall. 

In Cedar Rapids, students 
must earn a min imum of 285 
credit hours and demonstrate 
technical competency to qualify 
for a diploma. 

Linn-Mar High School Princi
pal J e r ry Van Dyke said Linn-
Mar has no specific competency 
requirement , but noted that 
"analyzing skill and knowledge 
requi rements for graduation is 
an ongoing process and needs to 
be a focal point of our school 
improvement process." 

Waterloo services 
In Waterloo, with three more 

chances to take the test before 
they are scheduled to graduate 
in 2001, 23 percent of the 506 
juniors who took the test this 
fall still haven' t met the mini
mum requirement. 

The junior class was alerted 
to the new requirement as 
freshmen. Since then, the dis
trict has added tutoring servic
es, two new classes and a sum
m e r p r o g r a m for t h o s e 
struggling in math and reading, 

district officials said. 
Nicole Myers, a jun ior at 

Waterloo East High School, said 
she became very nervous after 
she twice failed the require
ment . She passed this fall. 

"I was kind of stressed be
cause I knew if I didn't get that 
251, 1 wouldn't graduate ," said 
Myers, 17, who has a 2.7 grade-
point average. "I 'm just not 
good a t t a k i n g t e s t s , even 
though . I do well on my home
work usually." 

Nationwide, about 52 percent 
of freshmen given the battery of 
tests each spring score a 251 or 
better in reading, while 54 per
cent reach that score in math, 
Forsyth said. For seniors na
tionwide, 70 percent will reach 
that score in reading, while 69 
percent will hit the mark in 
math. 

Those numbers a re higher in 
Iowa, where about 70 percent of 
Iowa freshmen score 251 or bet
ter in reading and 76 percent 
clear the bar in math, Forsyth 
said. 

Tests criticized 
Some state education leaders m m m — < B 1 | ( — 

said placing so much weight on 
one test isn't the best move, J j R I E F S 
said state Department of Educa-
tion spokesman Klark Jessen. 

"They are sort of just pluck
ing a test out of the air and 
saying you have to pass th is ," 
Jessen said. "Focusing more on 
what the kids are taking and 
what they do before they gradu
ate seems to make more sense." 

Fatal accident in Davenport 

AP photo 

One driver died and four people were injured in a five-vehicle accident at the intersection of 
Kimberly Road and Wisconsin Avenue in Davenport on Monday. The accident happened at 8:23 
a.m. when a car driven by Kristen Weaver, 32, of Davenport, ran a stop sign and collided with a 
school bus. The impact thrust the bus into the path of three vehicles in the opposite lane, 
including a Scott County sheriff's squad car. There were no children on the bus. Weaver was 
pronounced dead on arrival at a local hospital shortly after the crash. 

Jury considers Tumey murder,case 
TIPTON - Ju ro r s will try 

today for a second day to do 
what a jury couldn't do this fall: 
reach a verdict in the first-
degree murder case of Dean 
Tumey. 

Ju ro r s deliberated most of 
Monday into the early evening 
before halt ing their work until 
9 a.m. today. 

Tumey, now 54, is charged 
with beating and strangling a 
Davenport 17-year-old, Sandra 
Jo Pittman, in September 1980 
and leaving her dead body at a 
rest area along Highway 30 west 
of Clarence. 

At the first trial, a Cedar 
County ju ry deadlocked, 7-5 for 
acquittal, on Oct. 1. 

Wedding stories 
run Sunday 

Information: 368-8873. 

Keystone house burns 
• KEYSTONE — A rura l Key
stone residence sustained heavy 
damage from a fire at noon on 
Monday. Keystone firefighters 
responded to the blaze at the 
Mark Dvorak home on 15th 
Avenue after a passer-by no
ticed heavy smoke. 

No one was home at the t ime. 

The family lost many of its 
possessions, fire officials said. 

N O T I C E 
Due to limited availability, the Graco Pack N Play portable 
crib, Model No. 9046XT, advertised on page 8 of the 
Target advertising supplement for February 6, will not be 
available as advertised. We are unable to issue rain 
checks for this item. We regret any inconvenience this 
may have caused. 

©TARGET 

Manufacturers S p o n s o r e d 
O p e n H o u s e and Sale 

Our Biggest Inside Display of the Year 
RV's of all types 

Coleman Folding Trailers 
by F l e e t w o o d 

Fri. Feb. 11 Sat. Feb. 12 
8-8 

KETELSEN 
R V Merlon, la 

8-5 

J C T H w y 1 3 & 151 
3 1 9 - 3 7 7 - 8 2 4 4 

T H E M O S T T R U S T E D N A M E 
I N O U T D O O R R E C R E A T I O N 
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KLAUER OPTICAL... 
Serving Eastern Iowa since 1939 

Experience The Difference at Klauer Optical 
• WE MAKE OUR OWN GLASSES IN OUR OWN LAB 
• Over 800 Frames On Display, We Literally Have Something For Everyone 
• Value Eyewear Packages Starting at $ 109 0 l ) 

• Kids' Packages, 17 & Under, Buy The Frames And The Lenses Are FREE 

"We have 60 years experience in 

producing quality eyewear in our 

own lab with an unwavering 

commitment to quality." 

Don Klauer 
President 

rKLAUER'OPtlCAL- 4330 C z e c h L a n o NE'H 
• ,", 319-378-0066 

1-800-584-9253 

Bring in your 
prescription and: SAVE $50 

on the purchase of a complete,peir of glasses (frames a n d . l a n s e a ) , , 

ieg:on " ' . Cannot ba usedon discounted eyawaar or packages. 
Coupon must be presented at the-time of.purohase. 

&pires 5-31-8000 ' - ' 

KLAUER OPTICAL 4330 C z e c h . U n e N E 
319-378-0066 

, l -800r584-9253 

I Get your eyes 
! examined here and SAVE $60 

Elaine Baily Lynn Skemp Stave Kraus Jeff Klauer 
Certified Optician Certified Optician Master Optician Certified Optician 
Stare Manager 15 years experience 84 years experience S8 years experience 

15 years experience 

EYE 
EXAMINATIONS 

Dr. B a r b a r a Washburn, 
Optometrist 

Dr. Washburn provides complete opto-
metric care Including comprehensive 
eye examinations and contact lens 
service. Call to schedule an appoint
ment today! 

319-378-6335 

• an the purchase of a complete, pain of g t e B s a s l N i T i B S and l a n s e a ) ' ' 
: Cannot ha usad on discounted eyewear* or pDctegaa,,Coupan.rouM:b8,Bra8antad.at tftstoe.Qf purchase: 
| Eya exams provided by Dri'BarBBra.Wa^b\irn, 0.0. •< " , T J l v i 
| ^ " Expiree B"31-SOQ0s s * >» , , j j 

IOAUEWOSTCAL 
4330 Czech Ln. NE • Cedar Rapids 

3 1 9 - 3 7 8 - 0 0 6 6 
8 0 0 - 5 8 4 - 9 2 5 3 

The investigation continues. 

Firefighter dies at scene 
• STORY CITY (AP) — A fire
fighter collapsed and died of a 
suspected hear t attack on the 
scene of a small house fire. 

Doug las S t evens , 42, w a s 

among the 23 firefighters who 
responded to the fire Sunday 
evening. It s tar ted behind the 
fireplace and was contained 
within an hour. 

During the fire, Stevens came 
out of the house and collapsed, 
said Fire Chief Scott Nibe. 

Correction Advertisement 

Compare 
1 Our CD Rates 

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured to $100,000 

1-year 6.5%,. APY* Minimum deposit $5,000 

3-year 7.10% APY* Minimum deposit $5,000 

5-year 7.25% APY* Minimum deposit $5,000 

•Annual Percentage Yield (APY) - Interest cannot remain on deposit; periodic 
payout of interest is required. Effective 2 /2 /00 . 

Call today. 
J o n R o e l o f s 377-8973 

J a n e t Wegner 377-7137 

M a r k Clark 363-8111 

Brent Hayes 378-3450 

Dennis Mulherin 393-1156 Andy Wooldridge 393-0209 

R o b e r t Milbrath 390-3720 Ann Paisley 362-2485 

www.edwardjones.com 

Edward jones 
Serving Individual Investors Since 1871 

Move a loan to 
ICCU & Receive $25 

By refinancing an existing loan from another 
financial institution to ICCU, you could save 
in interest plus receive $25.** ^ ^ ^ _ 6.99% 

New Car loans starting as low as 

Used Car loans starting as low as 7.99 % 
A P R * 

A P R * 
* * Willi qualified credit. Minimum loan amount inusi bo $5000. 

Roles arc bawd on credit worthiness. Limited time offer. 

HOME EQUITY LOANS 
As low as 

7.5 % 
APR* 

Fixed Rate* 
5 yr. term 

Vacation...Cpnsolidation...New Car 
GO FOR IT! 

* With qualifying credit. Some restrictions do apply. Some closing costs required but cun be finunccd In loan. 
Loan special for up to 80% equity. Call lor 100% equity rates. 

Apply today • by phone 
• by Internet (wwwlccu.org) • or in person! 

IOWA COMMUNITY 
CREDIT UNION 

501 4th Ave, SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 
364-0291 

http://www.edwardjones.com
http://wwwlccu.org

