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Murder retrial begins 
Psychiatric testimony to be central 
in 20-year-old Davenport killing case 

I 'ittman. 
By Rick Smith 
Gazette staff writer 

TIPTON - Dean Ray Tumey's 
retrial tor the 1980 murder of' a 
voting Davenport woman began 
here Monday in Cedar County 
District Court with jury selec­
tion and opening statements. 

Central to the prosecution's 
case are two purported confes­
sions Tumey made to authori­
ties some years after the mur­
der, neither of which prompted 
his arrest or prosecution at the 
time. 

A periodic review of unsolved 
homicides by the Iowa Division 
of Criminal Investigation led to 
Tumey's arrest in May for the 
murder of 17-year-old Sandra .Jo 

Tumey, who was 35 and re­
ceiving disability payments for 
mental illness at the t ime of the 
murder, was acquainted with 
I'ittman through the rooming 
house where he lived in Daven­
port. 

The second Tumey trial is 
expected to include psychia­
trists who saw the defendant in 
the hours after he allegedly 
confessed in Fairfield in 1990 
and Marshalltown in 1992. Both 
times, Tumey, who has suffered 
from pa rano id s c h i z o p h r e n i a 
since the mid-1970s, was hospi­
talized for psychiatric examina­
tion. 

In the first trial, which ended 
in a hung jury with the vote 7-5 

to acquit, only the law officers 
who listened to the confessions 
testified about them. 

Defense at torneys Brad Nor­
ton and Brian Fairfield contend 
that Tumey's confessions were 
the rantings of a man living 
near the streets who was ei ther 
delusional or trying to get at­
tention. 

The p r o s e c u t o r , A s s i s t a n t 
M u s c a t i n e Coun ty A t t o r n e y 
Alan Ostergren, has called Tu­
mey's confessions credible and 
has said that Tumey was the 
last person seen with Pit tman 
on the day before her body was 
found in a Cedar County rest 
stop along Highway 30 west of 
Clarence. 

She had been stabbed and 
strangled. The prosecution has 
hinted that Tumey killed Pitt-
man because she denied him 
sexual favors. 

Dean Ray 
Tumey 

Jailed under 
medication 

In an inter­
v i ew w i t h a 
prosecution psy­
chiatrist imme­
d i a t e l y before 
h i s f i rs t t r i a l 
last fall, Tumey 
sa id he wit­
n e s s e d t h r e e 
men kill Pit tman. 

During the first trial, the de­
fense pointed the finger at oth­
ers in Pi t tman's circle, one that 
included drugs, crime, domestic-
assault and a boyfriend who 
asked friends about killing her. 

In recent years Tumey, now 
54, has lived near the Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center in Knox-
ville and has taken medicine to 
control the paranoia and delu­
sions of his mental illness. He 
has been housed in the Cedar 
County Jail under medication 
since his arres t in May. 

City can't afford plan 
for employee parking 

Snow 
power 

Carryne Olds, 11, 
of Marion, and 

Charey O'Toole, 7, 
of Springville, land 
in a flurry of snow 

Sunday after 
jumping a snow 
ramp with their 
sled in Thomas 
Park in Marion. 
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Inspectors consider Abbe Center fire 
Official: W o m a n set herself ablaze to get attention, not to kill herself 

By Steve Gravelle 
G a z e t t e s ta f f wr i te r 

MARION The state investi­
gation into an inc ident in 
which an Abbe Center resident 
tried to set fire to herself will 
draw on reports from the facili­
ty's staff" and the state fire 
marshal. 

David Werning, public infor­
mation officer for the state De­
partment of Inspections and Ap­
peals , sa id i n s p e c t o r s will 
review the repor ts before con­
ducting their own on-site inves­
tigation. 

A 22-year-old woman wrapped 
t o i l e t paper a round herself and 
lit it Thursday afternoon in her 
room at the center at I860 Coun­
ty Home Rd. in Marion, said 
Peter Zevenbergen, president of 
Abbe Inc. Abbe began operating 
t h e former Linn County Care 
Center in 1988. 

Zevenbergen said the incident 
is only superficially similar to 
one in December in which a 
resident set a fatal fire in her 
room. "This was totally differ­
ent for us ," said Zevenbergen. 

Ann Harford, 51, died after 
s h e piled toilet paper around 

A 22-year-old woman 
wrapped toilet paper 
around herself and lit it 
Thursday afternoon. 

her as she lay in bed, then set 
the paper afire. That incident 
occurred about 3 a.m. Dec. 8. 

The victim in Thursday 's in­
cident didn't intend to injure or 
kill herself, Zevenbergen said. 
"I don't think this was suicidal. 
This was kind of like a kid 
getting themselves in trouble 
and then getting themselves 
sick (for attention)." 

Zevenbergen said the woman 
may have been upset after an 
incident the day before when 
she was away from the center 
on a pass. "She basically had a 
problem that occurred Wednes­
day in the community. She got 
herself in some trouble." 

But the woman seemed nor­
mal Thursday afternoon, unti l 
she stepped from her room 
shortly after 3 p.m. and told a 
nurse she'd set fire to herself. 

The nurse saw no smoke or 
flames, but found minor burns 
on the woman's upper a r m s and 
armpits and a superficial burn 
on her left leg. The woman's 
hair was also singed. 

The woman told the nurse 
she 'd wrapped toi let pape r 
around herself and set it afire, 
Zevenbergen said. The burn ing 
paper fell apar t before the wom­
an was seriously hurt . 

After emergency treatment at 
the nurses ' station, the woman 
was taken to the University of 
Iowa Hospitals in Iowa City. 

The woman 's identity wasn' t 
released. Zevenbergen said UI 
officials could release informa­
tion on her condition only to 
her immediate family. 

The woman has been at the 
Abbe Center, the county's resi­
dential center for the mentally 
ill and mentally disabled, since 
October, Zevenbergen said. 

Werning said the state's in­
vestigation after the December 
incident cleared Abbe Center 's 
staff procedures, but two cita­
tions were issued for minor 
record-keeping violations. Zev­
enbergen said he 's appealed one 
of them. 

Also pending is Abbe's appeal 
of a fine levied in February 1999 
for improper supervision of two 
residents, including one who 
choked to death while eat ing 
dinner. 

Zevenbergen said a consul tant 
called in after the December 
incident also found no fault 
with the center 's staff or prac­
tices. It would be a violation of 
residents ' r ights to ban smok­
ing, he said. "It 's disconcerting, 
because what can you do?" he 
said. 

W Contact writer Steve Gravelle at (319) 
398-5819 or stevegr@fyiowa.com 

By Pam Hlnman 
Gazette staff writer 

CEDAR RAPIDS — Cost is 
likely to knock out a $75,600 
proposal to provide more conve­
nient free parking for city em­
ployees who work downtown. 

Free parking is provided for 

CITY COUNCIL 
all city employees, but for some, 
such as those who work in City 
Hall and the downtown library, 
the lots a re remote and no 
shuttle is provided. Employees 
who want to park closer to their 
workplaces must pay. 

City Hall employees have two 
free lots to choose from, one on 
First Street SW, between Sec­
ond and Third avenues, and the 
other under Interstate 380 near 
the old police station. 

Library employees may park 
free at a lot near the current 
police station, a half mile away 
and across the r iver from the 
library building. 

By contrast , employees who 
work in the Public Works 
Building have a large parking 
lot adjacent to their workplace. 

Some City Hall and library 
employees believe Public Works 
employees and others in similar 
si tuations enjoy an extra $420 
annual benefit. 

David Winney, human re­
sources director, discussed the 
issue with City Council mem­
bers Monday morning during a 

You're 
Invited. 
To an Educational Conference! 
All those who need or wear glasses/contacts 
arc encouraged to attend. 

Information will be presented about: 
Laser Vision Correction 

LASLK 
Tuesday, February 8th 
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Please call to reserve seating 
362-EYES (3937) 

IOWA EYE CENTER 
1650 1 st Avenue NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 

^T"1 Spring Fashion by 
j " " ^ The Worth Collection, Ltd., New York 
["•" Trunk Show by Stephanie Caldwell, 

Q> February 20-25 
This collection offers quality and 
rich simplicity with a fresh look, 
plus exclusive service at your 
convenience. 
Siwis 2-aO liml 2-10 poUlo 

To sohedula on appointment call 

319-365-6216 Stephanie Caldwell 
Independent Sales Aasooiate 
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fiscal 2 0 0 1 budget review. He 
presented a proposal that would 
give the 180 City Hall and li­
brary employees parking closer 
to their work buildings, such as 
in the underground lot at City 
Hall. 

Winney likened the problem 
to a thorn festering in the bot­
tom of your foot. You can con­
tinue to walk, although it be­
comes more difficult each day 
to ignore the cause of the pain. 

In a memo to the mayor and 
City Council, Winney wrote 
that employees who pay to park 
closer are "irritated." 

"There are productivity loss­
es, such as the early adjourn­
ment of meetings to allow em­
ployees to feed parking meters," 
he said. "This has caused con­
frontations between managers, 
meeting leaders and the employ­
ees involved." 

Library employees have also 
cited safety concerns about 
walking to the free lot at night, 
Winney said. 

Mayor Lee Clancey said coun­
cil members aren't necessarily 
against the plan, but it doesn't 
look like there will be enough 
money in the fiscal 2001 budget 
to fund such a proposal. 

Parks Commissioner Dale 
Todd said it is an "ugly, ugly 
issue that we can't win on." 

Finance Commissioner Lyle 
Hanson agreed budget concerns 
probably will preclude imple­
mentation of the plan this year. 

Derailment no deterrent 
Dad, son take train 
home after accident 

By Cindy Hadish 
Gazette staff writer 

MOUNT VERNON — Evan 
Yeats didn ' t let a derailment 
derail h is plans for a train trip 
back to Iowa from Washington 
D.C. 

The M o u n t V e r n o n High 
School sophomore and his fa­
ther were among the 139 pas­
sengers and crew on board the 
Amtrak that derailed about 9 
p.m. EST Saturday in Pennsyl­
vania. 

Yeats, 16, who describes him­
self as a seasoned rail traveler, 
returned to his Mount Vernon 
home last night after spending 
Saturday night and part of Sun­
day in the train. 

No one was injured when 
four cars of the Capitol Limited 
derailed about 44 miles south­
east of Pittsburgh. 

With a mountain on one side 
and a r iver on the other, Yeats 
said the situation could have 
been worse. "We were very 
lucky," he said. 

Crew members attributed the 
p r o b l e m s to cold weather , 
which caused a broken rail, but 
never referred to the situation 
as a "derai lment ," Yeats said. 

"You could defini tely tell 
something was wrong," he said. 
"The t ra in started rumbling 
and the whole t ra in shook." 

Yeats was 
with 20 to 30 
others — many 
of them children 
— in the lounge 
car, where a 
children's movie 
had been show­
ing. 

Evan Yeats After the de-
Mount Vernon railment, water 

sophomore didn't run due 
to the train's 

tilt, and no one in the car was 
given blankets or pillows for 
several hours into their 10- or 
11-hour wait, he said. Rest-
rooms also backed up during 
that time, he said. 

News cameras and other dis­
ruptions made sleeping impossi­
ble for Yeats, so he and others 
spent the time making phone 
calls and trying to entertain the 
children. 

Everyone was finally boarded 
onto two sleeping cars, then 
went a short distance to three 
school buses that took them to 
Pittsburgh. 

Yeats and his father, Robert, 
stayed overnight at a hotel at 
Amtrak's expense, then boarded 
another Capitol Limited that 
brought them to Chicago. 

From there, they took a train 
to Mount Pleasant before driv­
ing back to their Mount Vernon 
home. 

They had been to Washington 
D.C. for a conference his father 
attended. 

Move a loan to 
ICCU & Receive $25 

By refinancing an existing loan from another 
financial institution to ICCU, y o u could save 
in interest plus receive $25.** _ ^ ^ _ 

6 . 9 9 % 
New Car loans starting as low as APR* 

Used Car loans starting as low as 7 .99 % 
APR* 

* * Willi qualified credit Minimum loan untouni must he $5000. 
Rules are based on credit worthiness. L i m i t e d lime oiler. 

7.5 
HOME EQUITY LOANS 

As low as 

% 
APR* 

Fixed Rate* 
5 yr. term 

Vacation...Consolidation...New Car 
GO FOR IT! 

* Willi qualifying credit. Some restrictions do apply. Some clos ing c o s t s required but can be rimutceu in loan. 
Loan special for up to 80% equity, Cull lor 1 0 0 % equity rales. 

Apply today • by phone 
• by internet (wwwlccu.org) • or In person! 

NCUA 

IOWA COMMUNITY 
CREDIT UNION 

501 4th Ave. SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 
fsm 364-0291 

mailto:stevegr@fyiowa.com
http://wwwlccu.org

