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Grapevine credited with popularity of drug course
IOWA CITY - University of
Iowa students are learning
about the effects of drugs in
a new course that is prepared
and given by graduate students
in the Department of Pharmacology.
The drugs under scrutiny
range from aspirin, through
oral contraceptives to marijuana and the hallucinogens.
The course, "Drugs: Their
Nature, Action and Use", is
being offered by the College of
Medicine's Department o f
Pharmacology this fall for two
undergraduate credit hours.
The course was first ^iven
last year under the U of I

Action Studies Program to
about 60 students.
This y e a r , the campus
grapevine was busy and the
obscure listing in the University's schedule of courses
resulted in about 406 registrants. Because of lack of
facilities, 50 had to be turned
away and another class time
was added to take care of
the unexpected excess of 150
students.
Gerald Gebhart, Chicago, 111.,
graduate student, and coordinator of the course, explained:
"We not only talk about drugs
of abuse, we talk about oral

contraceptives, antibiotics, and
other drug classes and emphasize pharmacology principles
common to all of them. There
is really no other place in the
University or any educational
system where the student can
learn about drugs. Thus, he can
be easily duped by TV
commercials and magazine
advertisements. We want to
give the student information to
make him a better informed
drug consumer."
Although the course deals
with the effects of marijuana,
alcohol,
stimulants
and
hallucinogens, there is a determined effort by the instructors

to remain objective and give
the students an unbiased
evaluation.
'Not Moralizing'
"We want to give the student
a source of reliable information
on drugs. We're not moralizing.
We're not saying they should
or shouldn't. The information
we give them is truthful and
reliable. We have an optional
session, on another night, for
those who want to discuss the
other aspects of drugs of abuse
— their legality and their
morality."
The graduate students teaching the course seem to be as

organized as some veteran
college professors.
The lecturer, for the coming
week presents his prepared talk
to the other graduate students
at a Sunday night meeting.
Discussion and criticism follow.
This session is considered
important in keeping the quality
of the lectures high.
Later, an outline containing
all important points covered in
the lecture is prepared as a
handout for the students.
"The
handout i s t o
minimize note-taking," Gebhart said. "We tell the
students that everything they

Four injured
in gas blast,
two critical

will be tested on will be in
the outlines. This is to make
it easier for them to just
listen to what we're saying.
"If the interest in the class
holds up, we'll know that this
is one of the right ways to
discuss drugs," Gebhart said.
"When people know more about
drugs, they're bound to be a
little more rational about them,
and not just accept hearsay
from their friends."
"We'd like to offer the course
to all 18,000 people on campus,
but we just don't have the
room."
Members of the Department
of Pharmacology faculty are

t outh must
serve year
n local jail

pleased with the new course
and the student response.
Pleased with Interest
Dr. John P. Long, professor
and head of pharmacology,
said, "I know of only one other
university in the nation — The
University of Chicago — now
offering a n undergraduate
course on drug use and abuse.
We are very pleased to see
the interest on this campus. I
think it is extremely important
for non-health-related people to
learn about drugs. Teachers,
counselors, journalists, all need
to have a working knowledge
of drugs and their effects."
Dr. Michael Brody, professor

of pharmacology and advisor to
the graduate student group,
thinks the course is "a tremendous undertaking."
"It fills a void in the offerings
of this university, in providing
a general course in understanding what drugs are, and how
they are used. People everyday
take sedatives or stimulants,
put salves on their skin, take
many non-prescription drugs.
They should know what they're
doing.
"It is also a rare opportunity
to develop a teaching program
that graduate students in the
sciences have not generally
had."
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