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Expect Ouster of Decker From D.M.

CHURCHMEN
ALSO WANT
AN INSPECTOR

Move Assure
Quality Housing |

to

By James Risser

The Des Moines "Area Council
of Churches is expected {o tell
the City Council Monday night
that Omaha builder Don Decker
wilt be dismissed as construe-
tion manager . of the church
group’s low-income housing
project.

The churchmen reportedly
also plan to recommend the
hiring of an independent, archi-
tect as a sort of super-inspector
to keep an eye on the construc-
tion,

» Certify to City

When the 300-unit Homes of
Oakridge project is completed,
the architect would certify to
the city that it has been built
properly and according to speci-
fications.

Officers and directors of the
Council of Churches' housing
corporation met in private
Thursday morning in the office
of their attorney to discuss re-
cent disclosures of Decker's
background, which includes a
federat court conviction for.
making false statements to ob-
tain.a loaw insured by the Fed-
eral Housing Administration
{FHA). '

Spokesmen for the church
group declined to say what
took place at the meeting, but
said a statement will be pre.
sented to the City Council at
its regular meeting at 7 p.m,
Monday at City Hall. E. First
and Locust sireets,

The Sunday Register learned
from reliable sources, however,
that ‘“Decker will go."” The
churchmen agreed to ask their
contractor, Lloyd E. Clarke of
Des Moines, to see that Decker
does not take part in the proj-
ect, the sources said.

The FHA-approved project,
designed to partly alleviate the
acknowledged need for housing
for low-income families here,
will be built on 16 acres of

Moines, fowa, Sunday Morning, June 9, 1968
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Completion of the huge Red Rock Dam on the
Des Moines River moved a step closer last week

Oakridge urban renewal land
DECKER —

WEITZ T0 niuul(
POST OFFICE

The Weitz Company, Inc., of
Des Moines has signed a con-|
tract to build the new §7-million
main post office at Second and
University avenues, it was an-
nounced Saturday.

The owner-lessor of the new
postal facility is a joint venture
of C. H. Leavell and Co., of El
Paso, Tex., and McCloskey Co.,
Inc., of Philadelphia, Pa.

Both firms are in the con-
siruction business. The Leavell

when the Army Corps of Engineers diverted the
river through the dam to signal the final stage of
construction, The diversion, which had been planned
for late June or carly July, was decided upon last
week when a weather forecast indicated the usual

Campaign Plank: Waste
Baskets on Every Corner

{The Register's lawa News Service)

PLYMOUTH, IA. — The first grade students of Mrs. Ellen
Harris at Plymouth Elementary School have some definite ideas
on how this country should be run.

The first graders were asked — o
by their teacher what they! “I would help lowa with the
would do if they were a candi-j""’af'"—JOhn Ferden.
date for presi- i+ ."1 would burn papers”
dent. Their | David Hamilton.

p latform state- “I would stop the killing" —
ments ¢l early ' Kehan Knapp.

Rebuian ooisum up the na- & e
firm, which is the sponsoring|so, s pproglf?ms andmhé ::)Wals *“1 would want everybody to

A Step Closer to Comp
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June floods would not be forthcoming this year.
With the river now flowing through the dam's out-
let structure, construction of the dam's earth em-
bankment across the old river channel has been

started. The dam, which will back up 9,000-acre
L.ake Red Rock, is scheduled to he completed June

o0, 1969, :

Over the Coffee.

bright studeni who [inishes
an exam ahead of his slow-
er-witted comrades.

Film Replaces
~.Real Tragedy

UDGED AS a communica-
tions medium, on the basis

of day-o-day performance,
lelevision ranks somewhere
, belween a Caplain Midnight
Secret Code Badge and a com-

OTH NBC and ABC, frus-
irated by the sluggish

vote count in California,
waited hours before firmly
- predicling a Kennedy victory.
_CBS, on the other hand, was
confidently forecasting a big

LINKS DEATHS
ON HIGHWAYS
TO ASSASSINS

Patrol Chief Tells
Of Youth ‘Concern’ '

By James Flanshurg
Do the assassinations of Rob-

King have a bearing on
accidents?

Col. Howard Miller, chief of
the Iowa Highway Patrol, thinks
there’s the possibility.

Seven hours Saturday morn-
ing—midnight to 7—saw seven
persons Kkilled on lowa high-
ways.

Only one of the victims was
more than 22 years old; he was
32

Eleven persons were injured
in auto accidents during approX-
imately the same period, The
eldest was 25.

single-car accidents. The only
two-vehicle crash involved the
32.year-old and the 25-year-old,

In Des Moines, Colonel Mil-
ler reported that preliminary
studies indicate a rash of sin-
gle-car ‘accidents in Jowa and
maost other states this spring,

He emphasized he was speak-
ing generally, and not specifical-
ly about. any one accident, and
then explained his view:

“I'm trying to blame it on a
state of mind. 1 know that it’s a
hard theory to believe.

“But 1 think it has to do with
the whole generally-disturbed
view people have of things right
now,

“Quite a few of these mnon-
collision type accidents—that’s
the term for an accident involv-
ing only one car—have involved
the undef-25 driver, the obvious-
ly-concerned group.

“We've always contended that
driving is a full-time joh. It
needs your full attention, ahd
you run dangers if you're in-
ivolved mentally with other
'things.”

| Convertible

Crash

"CEDAR RAPIDS, 1A, —
E.Iayne Floyd, 17, and Steven
Wharff, 22, both of Cedar Rap-
 ids, were killed and three-others
iwere injured in a spectacular
convertible crash about 2:30
la.m. Saturday on old Highway
30, seven miles east of Cedar

Rapids. 7 S
The Highway Patrol said the
|car, believed 1o have heen

Idriven by Donald Wermer, 17,
of Ottumwa, missed a curve,
traveled 300 feet through a
small grove of trees, went over
a 50-foot embankment and flew
150 feet through the air, coming
to rest upside down.

Wermer was at a Cedar Rap-
ids hospital in serious condition

Of seven accidents, six were!

Probe Major
Fish-Kill on
Cedar River!

By Wiiliam Simbro
(Reglster Staft Writer)

CEDAR RAPIDS, 1A, — Of-
ficials are trying {o determinel
the cause of a massive fish-killl

on the Cedar River resulting in’
bundreds of dead fish heing

!

iyear

2,081 GUNS
PURCHASED
THIS YEAR

Rise in Permits for
Concealed Arms

By George Mills
Increasing numbers of law-
abiding lowans have heen arm-
Ing themselves: with handguns
such as revolvers and pistols,
Sale of such guns so far this
in Polk County has

-washed nnlo the west shore of 'reached 2,081—nearly double the

‘the river,

Ao mission official expressed fears.

‘that similar fish-kills may be
experienced around lhe state if
the present hol weathar con-
: tinyes.

| There were reports of dead
fish as far downstream as
Palisades-Kepler State Park, 12
miles southeast of here near
Mount Vernon.

City officials ordered a
clampdown on all recreational
activities on the river within the
city limits,

The iwo main theoties of
the cause were a combination
of unfavorahle natural factors
and the possibility of an un-
known pollutant being dumped
into the stream,

State Conservation officers
Ralph Leigh of Marengo and
Rabert Mineck of Tipton, assist-
ing with the investigation, were
leaning toward the first theory.

Leigh said the sudden hot
wealher and the low river
level combined with the lack

the fish-kill.

Leigh explained that flooding
Scours out pollution and organic
matter that settles to the river
bottom. The lack of flooding this
spring means the river bottom
contains excessive accumulation
of such material.

He said that on very hot days
oxygen in the water is used up
rapidly. The water temperature
‘was 85 degrees at the point of
one test Saturday, Leigh said.

Fish reportedly were jam-
ming up near a dam south of
Cedar Rapids. An official said
this indicated a desperate

. search for oxygen,

If this theory of the fish-kill is
rcorrect, other parts of Iowa
'may he in for similar trouble,
‘Leigh said.

« Officials were not discounting
the possibility of an unknown
pollutant. Many of the dead fish
were put on ice. They and
samples of the river water will
be tested Monday at the State
Hygienic Laboratory in Iowa
City.

- The kill, no respecter of
species, included minnows,
carp, walleye, northern pike,
bass and catfish.

City personnel were patrotling
the stream, warning people to
stay away from the water.

© 1o
' weapons

of spring flooding could cause |

1,059 sold to this date in 1967,

ert Kennedy and Martin Luther- 4 <1916 Conservatjon Cnm_‘Sa]es also are up sharply in

Black Hawk County and per-
haps clsewhere.

The only restriction in the
wa law on- sale of such
is a prohibition

against selling handguns to
minors.

The seller, however, must re-
port the sale within 24 hours to
the county recorder’s oftice,
Among facts required on the
report are: Name and address
of purchaser, age, occupation
and the make and number of
i‘Lhe gun.

In addition to the sales in-
crease, the number of permits
required to catry concealed

weapons also has risen
¢ sharply in Polk and else-
where,

One major reason why more
[lowans have been buying and -
carrying guns is the fear
aroused by riots and increasing
crime and violence,

Public attention centered on
handguns last week when
Senator Robert Kennedy was
assassinated in Los Angeles. He
was slain by bullets from a .22-
| caliber ravolver, ‘

Fear Riots

The interest of lowans in
weapons of that character has
become ‘more widespread in the
last year or two, records.,show,

The Polk County Sheriff's
office estimates that close to..
6,500 permits to carry concealed
weapons have been issued to
county residents so far this
year, compared with approx-
imately 5,000 in the corre-
sponding 1967 period. _

It appears safe to say there
are at least 10,000 revolvers,
pistols and similar weapons in
possession of private citizens in
Polk County, which includes Des
Moines, and which has a popu-
lation of approximately 275,000.

Guns $16 to 3160

Places to buy such guns are
not hard to [ind. They fre-
quently are sold in discount

'

ing goods stores and pawn
shops. One Des Moines
merchandising unit had a dis-
iplay of nearly 50 handguns last
week, varying in price from
about $16 to $160.

Waterloo figures show hand-
gun sales in Black Hawk County
rose irom 645 in 1966 to 1,351 in

: GUNS—
' Continued on Page Four

Beer:-Drinkin

partner, picked Weitz to do the

. g 3 rords: ‘oung
actual construction. in a few shorl words: The young

h'l’hehlli?-year-old \i’t’eilz [iI;m 'some problems (hat nol even
as built many large Des ithe adults knew existed.
:\dni_nes,huildmg_s and c“":;“ © The first graders' views o
r“at l‘ll:l 5:::2“;;!{(;;1!!58 v:ml::r ang what should be done 1o correct
Locust sireet. an addition te 'the nation’s ilis:
the Des Moines Art Center “ ywould say no more shoot-
and several other large proj- - ing birds™ — Lorna Stone.
ecls. “1 would have puppet shows"
Construction of the new,main, —Debbie Severson.
post office and regional mﬂ}ill “1' would say the world would
?rl::;g:‘;iglly iifl'h%e “é]olutgzgg never siop™ -- Tim Holden.
corner of Second and Univer-i- + would stop riots™ —Henry
sity, in the River Hills urban! Wong.

oD would not lel kids  quit
'schools'—Becky Johnson.

renewal area. Construction will
lake Lw) years.

Project architect is Emery-: “] would keep the animals’
Prall and Associales of Des safe”” —Randy Schmidt.
Moines. "I would stop people from

The Leavell and McCloskey robbing” —Pam Anderson.
firms will own the postal facil-i  “I would put waste baskets -

ity, leasing il to tLhe federa” on every corper” — Revin
government at an annual rent of, Sutlon.
§684573 for- M years. The, I would stup the war™ --

Leavell-McCloskey joint bid was) Tammy Yezek.
the Jowest of nine bids received! I would agswer good ques-

; candidales have also discovered — RYi ¢

pray” —Wayne Soloman.

perha ps Tammy
Aguilera had the mosl win-
ning rampaign slogaa.
= would give everybody 1wo
birthdays,™ says Tammy.

Seventh Day of

Summer Heat
Hut,
continued in lowa Saturday for
the seventh straight day, and is

expected to renyin in the state

Lotay.

Saturday’s high temperatures.
ranged from 96 at Mason Cily
lo 87 al Dubuque. Des Moines';

high was 91,
Light thundershowers moved
across the extreme northwest-

ern Coulties in the morning and’

again in the evening.

Winds were agaln from the
south at 15 te 25 miles an howr. .

summer-like wealher~

mencement speaker with
laryngitis. '

In times of crisis, however,
it sometimes fall®to lower
heights,
" As the Califorpia primary
moved toward its moment
of herror early Wednesday,
viewers of KRNT-TV in Des
Moines were wuatching a
third-rate Ltalian moviv,
While other stations were
involyed in (" unrewarding
business of covering an im-
portant efeedion, KENT was
running off “Stromboli,”’ a
film whose chiel distinction is
that its star, Ingrid Bergman,
and ils director, Roberto Ros-
sellini, carried on a scandal-
uus love alfair during its pro-
duction some 13 years ago.

This is 1t to =ay fhat
KRNT-TV ignored the elec-
tiun. No, it carried the CBS
vuverage.

But the coveruge was se
expeditious — so efficient —

with head injuries. Alse injured
were David Dillard, 18, of Cedar:
Rapids, listed in serious condi-

ACCIDENTS—-

Kennedy viclory minutes after
the close of the polls. With
less than one per cent of the
vote counted, and with Eu- -
gene McCarthy halding a 46-41
percentage point  lead. the
network  was projecling  an
eventual 48-41 Kennedy win.

{Register §

betong to someone else.
At the end of a school term,

Car SplitsinTwo
o . they manage -- through casual
But Dr")er Safe‘vnnversalinn. rumors, or just

. “the louk on an-
A Navy recrofter suifered gner siadent's

An hour later the préjec-

tion had risen 10 a 52 per 1 pningr injuries Saturday i qaee o ferret | ARMOS
cent Keanedy majoriy ©a spectacular one car acCidentiqy yhat Joe | oks Yones
NBC und  ABC, clinging on the MacVicar Freeway ”"!gul in algebra " s —

COFFEE 'whicl) his  automobile tHpped T g s i i w209

over on its tup and split in tWO. 1 oyl provess il best.

~ Police said the car. driven| g, yyagine the feeling of raw
Dy Signalman 1 € Garland G. hower 1o be able to sit calmly in
Parneil, 27. of Altoona, appar-fihe Anamosa High School li-

‘Power Fails in
‘ently went out of control whenipraw 4 can of becr at your

Sec»'tor Of D_M,flhe right front tire blew out. The|g)byw, and thumb through the
. car, which was going east on the fjna] grades fur the 580 students
About “seven (o 15 hf’mes:fr.ceway, skidded into the guard: iy, the school.
in northwest es Moines were|rail in the median and turned:  phars what happened here
without  electricity  for aboutl?t"('r' pinning  Parnell beneath 1,4 weekend
w  Caturdav piohi -
three hours ~ Saturday  night The engme and lronl Section
when an  overloaded trans- of the var broke away from;
former at Forly-fifth street and'the body and wenl about 90°
Beaver avenue blew a fuse. feel on the south side of the
An Jowa Power angd Light Co.:freeway near the Easton boule-’
-vard turn off.

Continued un Paye Seven

Wheo schuo! oflicials came
to work Monday — Lhe day
the grades were (0 be mailed
to individual students — the
580 envelupes conluining every

by the Post Office Department.|
and the contracl was awarded
1o the two firms on Apr. 16.

tions" —Sherry Hennigar.
"l would belp stop bad fires”
—Mike Garvey.

In the eastern counties there
were occasional gusts of mare
than 3 miles an hour.

“spokesman sald the power out-
ape occurred abowl 5 pm o and
was repaired abuut 8 X pm.

that the station felt secure
in leaving the scene rarly,
mich in the manner of a

Parnell was taken to Vet-
eran’s Hospital where e was
treated [or lacergtions.

studenl’s grades were miss-
ing.

The eavelopes, each contain-
ing grade slips for each pupil,

g Thieves Get

Final Grades--Everybody’s

By Rebert Kistler

faff Writer)

o g ANAMOSA, 1A, — High scheel studenls have never been
Continued ot Page Three  ioaqbly reluctant to discuss grades - - especially if the grades

"had been left on a table in the
,school library so teachers could
fput final grades in them Satur-
day.

Vandals  entered the  school
after noon Saturday and made
cufl with the reporl cards. In
their place, they feft two full
cans ul beer and several empty
“cuns obtside the building.
| Principal Joseph Lambert :ind
his stalf managed to re-sort
some, 3,200 individual ghade
slips (carbons of the originals)
and get them into their pruper
envelopes for mailing Wednes-
day.

Thus far, Lambert suid, offi-

cials have no idea who the cul-
iprits are.
. But, we'll probably come up
with something. Some o the
(ks have already begun o
iaccuse each other of taking the
grades.” ’

' a reasonably sate bet that
the kids who knuw cveryone's
grades won'l Le able to keep
Lquiet about 1t fur too lung,

stores,-shopping centers,-Sporis..



GUNS..

¥ Continued from Page One

1967, So far in 1968 a total of 997
- such weapons has been sold
there, or an annual rate of more

than 2,000

Bfack Hawk County sheriff's

office records show 3.427 per-
mits issued so far this year for

carrying concealed weapons,| §

well ahead of the 3043 such
permits issued in the entire
vear of 1967. The Black Hawk

total of such permits in 1966 B

was 2,516,

The still.unsolved murder of;
Dale Redman of LaPorte Cily
last March has spurred gun
sales to residenls of that Black
Hawk County town.

Sheriff Elmer
said he has issued more gun
permits to La Porte City res-
idents since the murder than
In his entire 11 years in his

5

._'.. k Y E

Hightower |

office.

Mr. Redman was shot eight
times in the head.

Sales of 10 handguns werej
recorded on the Polk County
Recorder’s books Friday. This
included a 28-year-old dentist
who purchased a .38-caliber re-
volver, a 27-year-old mechanic a;
25-callber gun, a 5l-year-old

Architect’s drawing shows new clubhouse and

pro shop for the Des Moines Golf and Country Club
to be built on a 475-acre site a mile and a half west

New Des Moines Countr

tects Associated, of Des
Contracts, totaling $1,20
week by W. H. Breiholz

e p——— —

lo carry a concealed weapon.
Applications must be made per-
sonally with two exceptions, A
chief of police may apply for
members of his depariment,
and officers of banks, transpor-
tation, manufacluring and mer-
chantile companies may apply
for their employes.

The sherifl is 'required to
issue permils to law enforces
* | ment officers.

Permits (o carry concealed
weapons, issued by the sheriff,
are good all ovér the state, not
just in the county of residence.
The Iowa Commissioner of Pub-!
lic Safety may issue permits to:
state officers and employes,

Dec. 31 Expiration |

All permits are revocable and|
all permits expire Dec. 31 each
year. The issued permit must
;be carried on the person when|
the conceated weapon is car-!

)
L
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iof sales and distribution . . .

Women Among Recent Purchasers: Housewives, Nurse, Clerk

“vitlually no research data o
substantiate the value of gun
reglstration in crime préven-
tion.” Such regisiration “‘would
be a costly and time-consuming
altérnative,” the commission
said. Instead, the commissien
recorhmended 'placing effective
centralized control at the point

A commission minority rec-
ommended that all handguns In
possession of private citizens be
registered with law enforcement
agencies,

Spelt Out Law

The commission also recom-
mended a law prohibiting sale
of weapons, especially handguns,
to persons suffering from men-
tal disorders and to others, in-
cluding drug addicts, chrenic
alcoholics, “'serious criminal of-

Des Maines Sunday Register
Juna 9, 1968 ' 4 R
Local Section

Such strengthening of the law,
the commission sald, would
“help eliminate a serious weap-
ong problem — pawnshop and
bootieg sales.”

The commission also recom-
mended & prohibition against al-
tering or defacing serfal num-
bers. The commission further
suggested that' an officer he
authorized under careful rules
to search a person suspected of
carrying a concealed weapon
for the purpose of commilting a
felony.

> 4

ek

v Club

Moines and Sioux City.
3,107, will be signed this
Construction Co., general

ried.
Persons and companies selling

" “such weapens must obtain per-

mits to sell from a chief of
police, sheriff or mayor.

Any person or company fail-
ing to report such sales may be
prosecuted for a misdemeanor
{usually up to $100 fine or 30
days in jail) the first time. The

Possession and use by such
igroups also should be prohib-
jited, the commission said.

An agency such as the State
Bureau of Criminal Investiga-
tion would collect the informa-
tion about gun purchases for
centralized filing. Penalties for
violations wotild be more severe

ifenders and the very ynung."’

'Boating Event
At lowa Lakes

I (The Register’s lowa News Service)
| SPIRIT LAKE, JA. — Over-
|cast skies and mild tempera-
itures prevailed -at the lowa
i Great Lakes Saturday as the
second weekend of the season
got under way. ;
Large early season crowds
were present at the lakes. -~
Highlighting the weekend ac-
tivities was the opéning of the
thirty-sixth anntial sailing sea-
son of the Okoboji Yacht Club,
with 105 $ailing craft, the larg-
est in the history of the club,

of the Polk-Dallas county line. The three-level build-

than the present misdemeanor.
ing was designed by Smith-Vborhees-Jensen, Archi-

cornpeting.

HEAR CLEARLY AGAIN
Wiitb/N'OTHING in either ear

It is now possible for thousands of people to enjoy
hearing again, with nothing in either ear! INO bue.
tons, INO tubes, NQ wires, nothing in either ear,
For thousands this new aid may prove to be the
best possible way to hear next to nature's own ears,
Tnstead of forcing amplified sound through the im-
paited outer or middle ear, the patented “Rx-880"
wcilizing bone conduction, delivers sounds directly
to the “hearing center,” the inner ear. For meny,.
evens this new technique may not be the answer. You
must try it if you are ever te know, Tha "Rx-880"
is the result of 33 years of research by Otarion

construction; Wolin & Associates, Ine., mechanical,

postal clerk a .22, a 6l-year-old . '
and The Keating Company, electrical.

plumbing worker a .25, and a\

E;Lermit is subject {o revocation
‘the second time. Buying a gun
51-year-old Story County doctor| r 1 . - iand giving a false namge atgthe
a revolver, Davenport were hetween 21 and|uty Sheriff George Griffin said|forcement officers. bank mes- which may be nccessary to pro-{time of purchase also subjects

A number of women havel4g years of age and many were 1,424 permits to carry concealed sengers and industrial guards. |vide additional safeguards andj the individual to prosecution as

been listed ifl recent weeks asiinguqirial workers. Sherift Wil-jweapons have been issued in| MUrphy said Towa law per-| o oieotion against deadly weap. @ Misdemeanor. ~Selling such

handgun purchasers. Two were| : ) P its PO : .
hgusgwiveps, one 68 and thelllam (Blackie) Strout said he{Linn County, perhaps 400 to en- mits anyone lo Carry an U ons'in dangerous hands,"” !gsea:pg?SM;Dmm lﬂggsar(l::ln‘:z“a:.er:i

K . . - _ : S FEUTERR Y T oaded gun for target practice if. . , i :
other 42. Other feminine pur-has issued approximately 500!forcement officers and 1.000 tofit is enclosed in a case too large. 10Wa law provides a penalty) tence in the county jail of 10 to
chasers included a cashier, 55;|permits for the carrying of con-- private citizens, to be concealed on the persnn.i?f up to $1.000 ffi“" and up o} 39 days.

j r, 53: - ‘ ; ; ifive years in itentiary: ’ -
a secretary, 42; a teacher, 53: a|cealed weapons, about 200 to Police Check Murphy said the law s vaguely ! Y fhe penitentiary The Iowa Crime Commis<"|
sion has recommended: ‘‘Bet-

clerk, 46; a manager, 61. Also ) ) - worded. For example, he added, | for illegally carrying -a con-
|Taw enforcement officers. Grilfin suggested that en- . "oor P14 walk down tho | Céaled weapon. The penalty ap-

. ter conirol of the movément

of concealable firéarms is

B

on the list have heen a retired: . : ! .
He -said he -issues- such -per-iforcement -officers be piven au-: plies to the carrying of a dag-

" nurse, a housekeeper. - B . " 8 , ; Ven Al-igireet with a loaded gun in his .
imits {o citizens principally for |thority te receive apphcatmns!hand so long as it was fiot ger, razor, stiletto or non-hunt-

Purchaser *Unemployed”

| : i : s e .
in-ltarget tie hunti _Ifrom persnns wanting to buy| " . iing knife, as well as a gun. No| needed at the pdint of pur- ialists. Mad ible b tvelous teansistor
ch?;ggf gggspudr:‘rif;ﬁ:fs pe?{fo:'g, posgez I;Zxatci; i:;zgta::l tl:ggf:t:t;guns. A police check then cou]d!concealei. et Shooti i charge can be filed, howgever, it] chase or l“gﬁstfil’:::tion rarher f—cac I:kl:eionm:n: o?o:f:e EellyTtl:;;o;e t-borltoriﬂ.
’ ' ‘ he made on the fitness of the: arg ing the act takes place in the indi-| than through registration aft- NORTH CENTRAL  To discover if the “Re880" can help

factory workers, porters, tavern
operators and bartenders,
pharmacists, laborers, car-
penters, service station em-
ployes, truck drivers, custodi-
ans, one person who called him-
self ‘‘unemployed,” and a few
students, including 'at least one
each from Iowa State .Unl-
versity and Simpson College.

Some of the purchasers gave
addresses as far away as
Winnebago County.

One enforcement officer said
most of the increase in gun
purchases has taken place in
the Des Moines area in the past
year. He is disturbed because
the number of guns in posses-
sion of private citizens ‘‘certain-
ly is high.”

Also, he said, many indi-
viduals buying guns “haven’t
had training in handling them,
which is dangerous.” Of the
many thousands of guns in the
area, he said, perhaps one-
fifth of them ‘‘are outmoded,
which also Is dangerous.”

Having a gun around, he said,
can lead to trouble “‘due to loss

such permits to persons for
“protection.”” If an individual
feels he needs protection, he
should ask law enforcement of-
ficers for it, Strout said.

In Davenport there were 33
arrests for carrying concealed
weapons in the year ended
Apr. 1

Strout likes an Illinois law
which gives a chief of police
authority to invoke a three-
day waiting period on a gun
huyer, between the time of
purchase and the time of de-
livery,

Strout expressed belief that
some persons are illegally
carrying concealed weapons in
Davenport and Scott. County but
said they are few in number.
Ineidentally, he does not believe
requiring registration of guns
by their owners and the collec-

be desirable.

Registration mighi act as a
deterrent in some cases hut the
over-all effect would not be im-

tion of a registration fee would:

applicant to possess a gun. Grif-
fin also recommended that ap-
plicants be required to take
training in the use of such guns,
Griffin said a photo or thumb-
print should be required as ad-
ditional identification on a gun
permit.

Linn County Recorder Pat

handguns in the county between
July 1, 1967, and June 4, 1968.
Five dealers handle 95 per cent
af the sales in the county.

Kane said few sales of guns
among individuals are reported,
perhaps because of ignorance of
‘the law.

i~ Kane makes a pholocopy of
| the sales record for his
permanent record. He mails
the original to the buyer ‘‘to
alert him that this gun is .
listed in a permanent record.”

' Matt Rohner said all the dealers
in that county co-opérate in reg-
istering sales of guns. Dubuque
{Sheriff John-Murphy said most

Kane reported 1080 sales of;

Dubuque County Recorder;

Polk Sheriflf Wilbur Hildreth
expressed belief the number of
permits to carry concealed
weapons presently in -force “‘is
not too high for the population
of the county.” There are “a lot
more people engaging in target
shooting,” he said, and an in-
creased number of persons-who
want a weapon for protection.

He estimated that the number:
of women with permits “‘may be:
up in the hundreds.” These in-.

'clude women who work at night

and have to walk to parked’
cars, he said. P

He said he turns down appli-
cants he does not know as good
citizens or who have no knowl-
edge of how to-use a gun
Sometimes, he said, he will!
issue 4" permit to somebody he:
does not know if the individual|
procures a recommendation
from a police officer.

At the request of President
Johnson, the staff of Gov. Har-.
old Hughes last week began ai
study of the Jowa gun control,

vidual’s home or place of busi-
ness or on land he possesses.

‘Unofiicial Applicant

as to whether he shall isglie a
permit to an unofficial/a;ﬁ)licant

The sheriff has the discretion’

er purchase.”

The commission said there is
“no effective way” that dealers
can be forced to report gun
sales to the recorder’s office,
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: Pressive, he said. permits ‘to carry concealed|laws. The President suggested, o : )
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particularly conscientious, she
said. Some dealers evidently are
not aware they are supposed to
file reports, she added. She ex-
pressed belief that “‘a lot more
guns are being sold” now than
formerly. .
Reports in the recorder’s of-
fice at Davenport listed 145 gun
sales between Apr, 23 and June
4. The reports indicated lack of
promptness_in reporting some
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