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UnsolvedlowaMurders
Defy All Probe Efforts

By PAT CURRAN

DES MOINES (AP) — The
stabbed body of a Guthrie Cen-
ter matron is found stuffed in
the trunk of her car. . .

A high school gir] disappears
after an Easter shopping trip
and is found knifed to death
nearly three days later. . .

A middleaged woman . is
found beaten to death in a house
where a small fire is starting to
burn. . .

A town marshal Is gunned
down as he interrupts two safe
crackers inside a packing
plant. . . .

The remains of a teen-age girl
are found near a lover's lane
more than two months after she
vanishes, . .

These are among Towa’s un-
solved murders which have de-
fied the investigative efforts of
experts.

There is no statute of limita-
tions on murder.

“We never close a murder
case until it has been solved,”
said T. A. Thompson, chief of
the Towa Bureau of Criminal
Investigation.

Police have said there is no
apparent connection between the
slayings of a woman and a teen-
aged girl, both found stabbed to
;Ieath in Des Moines since April
5.

The body of Mrs. Lillian Ran-
dolph, 57, of Guthrie Center was
discovered May 11 crammed in-
to the trunk of her car, which
was parked at the Des Moines
Municipal Airport.

The slayer of Mrs. Randoloh,
estranged wife of a wealthy
poultry and egg processor,
stabbed her 12 times in the chest
with a small pocket knife. Po-
lice have described the ¥illing
as the work of a nrofeccinnel
and have sought information on
a mysterious white Cadillac <een
near Mrs. Randninh’c sumntiqug
home the day she disappeared.

Police have questioned more
than 850 persons, some of them
five or six times, since the body
of Janice Snow, 17, was found in
a thicket in southeast Des
Moines April 15.

Janice, a popular high school
senior, vanished after a shop-
ping excursion with two girl
friends. When discovered near-
ly three days later, she was
dead of 17 stab wounds. Her
books, shoes and purse have
never been found.

Police believe she may have
been slain by someone passing
through Des Moines,

Neither Mrs. Randolph nor

the Snow girl had been raped.

These two killings came just
about three years after the body
of Ramona Cox, 26, a pretty,
party - loving secretary, was
found in her apartment in Des
Moines. Her throat had been
cut with a linoleum knife.

Neighbors heard screams, and
saw a man jump from her win-
dow and run down a alley. So
far, the alley has been a dead
end for police.

Mrs. Katherine DeKora, 48,
died at a Sioux City hospital last
Dec. 14 after a savage beating
the night before, She had at-
tended a drinking party, and
later returned to the house for
help. Police and firemen dis-
covered Mrs. DeKora on a cot
inside the house when they an-
swered a fire alarm. Police said
someone started a kerosene
stove to keep her warm, but it
exploded and started a small
fire.

Still unsolved is the case of
pretty Marlene Padfield, 17, of
Lisbon, whose skeletal remains
were found April 29, 1959, near
a lover’s lane southeast of Cedar
Rapids.

The young man who was the
last known person to see her
alive told authorities he was
driving Marlene home from a
Cedar Rapids tavern the morn-
ing of the previous Feb. 19 when
she became angry, and got out
of his car between Cedar Rap-
ids and Marion. How she met
death has never been deter-
mined.

William L. Meadows, 35, mar-
shal at Plainfield, was shot
down as he investigated an at-
tempted safe burglary Jan. 23,
1961, at the Hartman Packing
plant there. The two men rob-
bing the safe got no money, but
escaped in a burst of gunfire.
Other recent unsolved mur-
ders in Iowa include several
robbery victims.

George H. Geary, 40, was
slain in the office of a Des
Moines service station where he
worked as an attendant on Jan.
13, 1963. He was shot in the
head at close range, and $252.15
was missing from a cash draw-
er,

William H. Freimuth, 71, an-
other service station attendant,
was shot to death Feb. 16, 1961,
in Fort Dodge. The gunman
:ook $140 from the cash regis-
er.

Frederick Coste, 47, manager
of a Cedar Rapids finance com-
pany, was found dead in his
downtown office shortly before
roon on Oct. 16, 1959. The killer
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and Mrs. Clayton Hillyaid of, Miss Diane Woods both ‘of: Des
Corydon were Monday eveningiMoines spent.the weekend with

Joyce’s. parents, Mr, and Mrs;
Neal Fox"and sister Julie. Sat-
urday afternocon they Visited in
the Amos Stone home. .- ;

Mrs. Donald Thompson went
to Kirksville Wednesday. ‘and
was accompanied home by-her
daughter Sandra, who has just
finished her second year at
XKSTC, and a sorority sister Miss
Roberta Del Vecchio of Chicago.
They returned'Miss Del Vecchio
to Kirksville Friday and
Miss Garla Phillips of Iowa City
accompanied them home an
visited in the Thompson home
until Sunday.
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Clark Beans
" Tested & Recleaned

Phone

649-2414 or 649-2686

ED & HAROLD

“ HAINES

Plano, lowa

CINCINNATI ALUMNI
BANQUET & DANCE
Saturday, May 29

Cincinnati Gym
Banquet 6:30 P.M.— Dance 9:00 P.M.
Public Invited to Dance
Music by KTVO's Rhythm Playboys
Round & Square Dancing
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PRETTY FIREWORKS..,

cend white checks and stripes 5 « » with
lovely lace trim

Milady's Shoppe

MRS. FLORENCE HARTER,

sensational dress of red

Sizes 7-13

$',4 95

‘Prop.

BIGELOW

and

MOHAWK

CARPET

| DRAPES

|

Mitchell & Chebuhar

“Your Floor Covering Store”
80, Side 8q. Centerville, 1a

State of lowa, and be assured of ready cash -
Why use your life’s savings or depend on others for funeral ex

NO WAITING PERIOD

Let the Benevolent Burial Society meet this expense like many

4
Now you can belong to a Benevolent Burial Society, chartered by the
:r the need arises.
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. Am | required to take o physical examination — NO
If | am 80 years old and under may | join — YES
Can my wife also join — YES
Can we be a member if we belong to another Society — YES
Are the Articles of Incorporation of this Society recorded with the
Secretary of the State of lowa — YES i
Can the owner of this Society be checked through the Better Busi-
ness Bureau of Des Moines, South Des Moines Chamber of Com-
merce, Valley Bank and Trust, lowa-Des Moines National Bank of

May we visit the home office when in Des Moines — YES
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Mail This Coupon for Further Information l

MIDWEST BENEVOLENT BURIAL SQOCIETY

7601 Fleur Drive (Box 2796)

Des Moines, lowa 50315
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]T available for more izzle -
.p asatlable in Corsa modcls)
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Corvair

N . . + .
Only one made in America with its engine in the rear and its trunk in fromt . .
B Only one made in America that doesn’t need power steering to make if handle easity
Only one made in America that offers a 6 with as much as 180 hp. ..in Corsa models -
at home at a sports car rally as it does at a church picaic

Only one made in America that feels as completefy

Only one made in America that's pro snow and anti antifreeze (it has no radiaior) | . .
Only one way you can see the U.S.A. this summer in a boy like thm—see ;}iut‘(}bévmletﬂealer now.

"'SEE THE USA. ATy THE NO.1 WAY

A

Red Hot and Rolling! See your Chevrolet dealer for a new CHEVROLET  CHEVELLE - CHEVY Il - CORVAIR

'CARMER'S INC.
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